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[For the Religious Monitor.] 
THE CHURCH’S GREATEST ENEMIES ARE 
WITHIN HER. 
(Concluded from page 241.) 

Having proved that the church’s greatest 
enemies are within her, and adverted to seve- 
ral of the ways and means by which they 
work their mischief, | am now to mention 
some of the practical uses which we ought 
to make of it. 

Observation 1. This makes it the im- 
perious duty of every man and woman, pri- 
vate member and public officer, to keep 
alive in his heart as well as visible in his 
head, the distinction between men and 
principles. The least truth is more to the 
church than the greatest man; and so much 
so, that no man, however gifted, or however 
much good he may have done in time past, 
ought for a moment to stand in competition 
with it. The real value of men to the 
church invariably holds proportionably to 
their knowledge of, and love to, the truth ; 
or, to their being rooted, built up, and esta- 
blished in it. Beyond this, it is both dan- 
gerous and sinful to follow them, or to trust 
them, or to listen to them. While this is 
the standard of affections and actions, the 
church is safe, and all due honour will be 
given, to whom honour is due. But when 
this order is inverted, and men are practi- 
cally made the standard of sentiments, she 
is not only in danger, but nearly ruined. 
When they are not esteemed for their works 
sake, but their work is esteemed for theirs, 
the church has left Christ—is following men, 
and has become a harlot. We are to be- 
ware indeed of indulging a groundless 
jealousy, and of interrupting or abating the 
love of brethren, and likewise of hearing the 
gospel as critics; but at the same time we 
are not to take any doctrine, simply on the 
credit of him who delivers it, however pious, 
faithful and learned ; but ‘ search the scrip- 
tures daily, to see if these things are so.” 


Vo. ix. 





We cannot distinguish between men and 
principles, without in some good measure 
understanding both. Without this under- 
standing we are‘as likely to set ourselves 
against sound truth, as against dishonest or 
mistaken men. Every church member ought 
to seek continually to encrease his stock of 
Bible knowledge, and the knowledge of his 
public profession, and of the connection be- 
tween them—and this with all earnestness 
and energy, as one preparing himself for 
the battle field, or as the mariner for the 
storm—by preyer, reading, hearing, con- 
versation, meditation, and every proper means 
and opportunity of encreasing knowledge. 
But simple understanding will not be 
enough. Our soul must hunger and thirst 
for the truth, as containing in it the ever- 
lasting, unchangeable love of Father Son 
and Holy Ghost, to us—infinitely more 
sweet than honey, more precious than gold ; 
with which rubies is not to be compared— 
the only food of the new creature—more 
durable than the heavens. Whereas men, 
the men of which the visible church is com- 
posed, are, some, tares ; some, wheat,—the 
best of them imperfect, changeable, and 
liable to seduction,—having in them, every 
one, the flesh which lusts against the spirit 
and the ¢ruth. Having once ascertained the 
truth, we know what it will be to-morrow 
and forever, and may and ought to give it 
the entire confidence of our hearts: because 
it is pure, immutable, absolutely independent 
of localities and times, and eternal. Notso 
with men. He who is acting a faithful, 
honest part to-day, to truth and to souls, 
may to-morrow be changed, and act quite 
a different part. Neither can the longest 
experience of his tried fidelity, ever be a 
perfect security against this. 

Obs. 2. This ought to convince us of 
the necessity of close inspection into the 
principles and character of candidates, both 
for membership and office. ‘ Him that is 
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weak in the faith we are to receive.’ But if 
there appears any ground for ‘* doubtful 
disputation,” he must be kept out. The 
particular application of this rule to so great 
a variety of tempers, acquirements, charac- 
ters and conditions, as is to be found among 
applicants for admission, must ever be dith- 
cult. But surely some respect ought to be 
had to the character of the times. Accord- 
ing to them it may be proper to lean to the 
first or the last part of the apostle’s rule. 
And in times like ours in which truth is ac- 
counted nothing worth, secret enemies to it 
multiplying, and their opposition to it so 
easily disguised, by the use of ambiguous 
and equivocal language, it is indispensable 
to take good heed against opposition. Let 
examinations be minute and careful, espe- 
cially of entrants into office. When a young 
man comes forward, he is generally recom- 
mended by some friend, a member of court. 
Let friends beware, Jest their feelings colour 
or carry the recommendations beyond the 
truth, or conceal it. And let courts beware 
of allowing every recommendation to su- 

ercede necessary examination. Let them 
 eetane of making too large allowances for 
present defects and mistakes in hopes of fu- 
ture improvement, in this age of superficiali- 
ty, self-confidence and vanity. 

Obs. 3. We ought to learn from this the 
necessity of adhering to the discipline of the 
church, against offenders. For internal ene- 
mies, do frequently oppose it, and for this 
obvious reason, that it is a great obstruction 
to their designs, and by it they have been 
often detected. Beware of substituting pri- 
vate personal dealing, in the place of regu- 
lar process, when the offence and scandal 
ts public. I may forgive my brother any 
offence he committs against me on/y as often 
as he repents “ till 70 times 7 or oftener.” 
But if he has offended not against me only, 
but against the church also, | may not for- 
give him even once, in any other way, than 
by consenting to the sentence of his absolu- 
tion by a church court. Let it once be ad- 
mitted that private individuals may at 
their own hand settle matters of public scan- 
dal, with the offenders 70 times 7, or once 
only, and the greatest enemies will easily 
escape detection, and church discipline will 
be at an end. 

Obs. 4. We ought to learn from this the 
necessity of understanding all those evils 
and devices, by which internal enemies 
carry on their purposes, as these are de- 
scribed in the word ; that we may learn to 
beware of them. 

Obs. 5. When an enemy, or one acting 
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the part of an enemy, or an opposer, is de- 
tected, greater strictness and severity of 
dealing is needful in his case, than in the 
case of a foreign foe. Its rightly judged 
in the discipline, that every matter of diffi- 
culty with church officers, ought not to be 
ground of process, but when once a process 
is begun against them, it ought to be rigidly 
gone through. 

Obs. 6. We ought to be instructed by 
this, that it is our duty to pray constantly 
against secret enemies, In this way we 
can reach them whom we can in no other; 
by this we can defeat them, and turn their 
counsel to foolishness. But we must seek 
the destruction only of their hostility, and 
their evil designs, and in doing so, we must 
seek grace and truth to their souls. The 
most complete destruction is made of an 
enemy, when he is turned to be a friend. 
Let tle instance of Paul speak for this. 

All the above particulars are implied in 
sundry exhortations given in the scripture. 
“‘ Beware of false prophets, which come to 
you in sheep’ clothing.” Math. vii. 15. 
** Beware lest any man spoil you through 
philosophy and vain deciet.”? Coloss. ii. 8. 
‘‘ Now, | beseech you, brethren, mark them 
which cause divisions and offences, contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned, and 
avoid them.”? Rom. xvi. 17. In these, and 
others that might be added, we are taught 
that there is great danger in every period of 
the church, that yet has been, and that every 
friend of Zion ought to use every precaution 
and a vigilance that never sleeps, against 
internal foes. ‘‘If thy brother, the son of 
thy mother, or thy son, or thy daughter, or 
the wife of thy bosom, or thy friend which 
is as thine own soul, entice thee secretly, 
saying, let us go and serve other gods, which 
thou hast not known, thou, nor thy fathers, 
namely, of the gods of the people which are 
round about you, nigh thee or far off ‘from 
thee, from the one end of the earth to the 
other end of the earth, thou shalt not con- 
sent unto him, nor hearken unto him, nei- 
ther shall thine eye pity him, neither shalt 
thou spare, neither shalt thou conceal him ; 
thou shalt surely kill him, thine hand shall 
be first upon him to put him to death, &c.” 
Deut. xii. 6. 

In the case here supposed, the opposition 
appears in no very formidable shape, the 
spirit of our times would say—only a pri- 
vate individual, perhaps a weak woman, 
making a proposal secretly, while the duty 
of integrity required, has the aspect of aw- 
ful severity. With what indignation would 
our charitables look upon the man who 
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would dare it! Nothing is yet actually 
done, it is only proposed—proposed in secret 
only, and not before the people, to stumble 
them—proposed by the “ Friend who is as 
thine own soul” and in the greatest confi- 
dence, perhaps in thine own house and at 
thy table. Will not confidence, and friend- 
ship, and natural affection, and charity, all 
agree to conceal it, and pass it by with some 
soft reproof? Here our religionists, and 
God most high, most widely differ. They 
answer, Yes. The man that would not, is 
unworthy of a place in civilized society, but 
God answers No, not conceal it, even when 
death is the punishment. Some may doubt 
whether this rule has any application to the 
duty of Christians. This was in the case of 
enticing to worship another god, a dum Idol, 
and fall in with the abominable obscene rites 
of their worship, and cannot be reasonably 
applied to our times, where there is no dan- 
ger of such a thing. This was belonging to 
that legal dispensation which ministered 
death, and which inflicted death on the per- 
son convicted of this sin, but it would be 
consrary to the spirit of the gospel to inflict 
death now. In answer to this objection, I 
would observe, that the penalty in this case 
was inflicted by the magistrate, and award- 
ed by the civil law, because idolatry was 
against the state, as well as the church, and 
therefore the church ten, had no more todo 
with the penalty than the church now. But 
the sin, the case supposed, she had to do with 
and she still has. It is a misapprehension of 
the nature of idolatry, that would lead any 
to suppose that it is not now practised. Be- 
sides the acknowledged idolatry in the Ro- 
man Catholic worship, every innovation on 
the divinely instituted worship, and every 
anti-scriptural tenet, partakes strongly of it, 
and when fully followed out, leads to no- 
thing else. And is there no innovation, no 
false doctrines? And this rule so far as it 
applied to the case, ecclesiastically consider- 
ed, is still in force. In the 29th chap. and 
18th ver. we have these words, ‘ Lest 
there be among you, man or woman, family 
or tribe, whose heart turneth away this day 
from the Lord our God, to go and serve the 
gods of these nations, lest there should be 
among you a root that bearetu gall and 
wormwood.’? In Hebrews xii. 15. the 
apostle speaking of the same thing lays 
down the rule in terms equally strong— 
‘* Looking diligently, lest any man fail of 
the grace of God, lest any root of bitter- 
ness springing up, trouble you, and thereby 
many be defiled.’ Looking diligently is 
more than “not consenting” and “ not 
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concealing,” for it takes it for granted, 
while no case is immediately under our eye, 
that there is at all times great danger of 
such a thing, and that we ought to look out 
for it, and be constantly on the watch, ready 
to check it upon its very first appearance 
above the ground, whether it be in some 
lust of the flesh, or erroneous tenet, or the 
conduct and character of some members, or 
officers, in church. And when preventive 
means fail, the power of discipline ought 
with promptness and decision to cut it off 
without sparing. And the danger is such 
as to justify the utmost vigilance and energy 
in following up this exhortation, viz. some 
failing of the grace of God! and many be- 
ing defiled ! 

Moreover the events that are constantly 
falling out in the course of ecclesiastical 
management, might sufficiently alarm every 
friend of Zion, to make him measure his 
confidence in men with jealous care, lest he 
followed them farther than they followed 
Christ. This is the age of ** smooth words 
and fair speeches,” ‘*more smooth than 
butter, while in their heart is war—more 
soft than oil, and yet drawn swords they 
are.”? By this means have multitudes of 
simple ones been swindled out of the doc- 
trines they had been taught out of the scrip- 
tures, and are by thousands feeding on the 
chaff—the dreams and lying visions of de- 
luded, or deluding teachers. And is it a 
likely thing, when the sp'‘rit of such doings 
is like a contagion that pollutes the air, that 
any church should be altogether safe? May 
not Christ say to the church of purest pro- 
Session, **1 have somewhat against thee 7” 
Because thou hast greatly relaxed the dis- 
cipline of my house and absolvist the scanda- 
lous, without signs of repentance. Because 
thou hast many that cover an avaricious 
heart, by professing to believe thy sound 
words. Many that make thy profession be- 
fore the world, who understand not what 
they say, nor whereof they affirm. Many 
that have a name to live, but are dead. 

Has the Associate Church no reason to 
be afraid of enemies from within? Are 
there no warring elements in HER? Are 
all her officers and members now so honest- 
ly and sincerely in love with her distinguish- 
ing tenets—so averse to the popular unions 
of the day—so fearful of causing divisions 
and offences—so remote from the love of 
pre-eminence and of filthy !ucre—so free of 
subtlety and soft words, that she may close 
her eyes in security? Are all her presbyte- 
ries, congregations and sessions, walking in 
the love of the truth, and the love of the 
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brethren? Are there no troubles, no 
troublers? These are grave questions. And 
they are submitted that every genuine and 
hearty friend to her cause may diligently 
search for the true answers and in his sta- 
tion, whatever that may be, act accordingly. 
So far as | am acquainted with the present 
posture of her affairs there appears more 
symptoms of danger to her cause within, 
than without. And it may be that she, like 
many that have gone before her, will be be- 
trayed into the hands of her enemies, by the 
** wolves in sheeps clothing”’ that lurk with- 
in ; and that in this way, her testimony will 
beccme a dead letter, an unefficient antiqua- 
ted document, lying musty on the shelves. 
a 
[From the Christian Magazine. ] 

MEMOIR OF THE REV. ALEXANDER MON- 

CRIEFF OF CULFARGIE, MINISTER OF 

THE GOSPEL AT ABERNETHY. 

[Concluded fiom page 250. | 

Mr. Moncrieff, shortly after this, had oc- 
casion to manage his testimony against the 
errors and defections of the church in an- 
other manner. He was one of the four 
brethren who first made a secession from 
the established church of Scotland. The 
occasion and progress of this secession has 
long ago been stated and laid before the 
world; yet, a memoir of Culfargie, con- 
sidering the concern he had in that matter, 
necessarily requires that some account be 
given of it. ‘The General Assembly ann. 
1732, passed an act for the settlement of 
vacant parishes, where the patron should 
neglect or wave his right of presentation, 
confining the power of election to a conjunct 
meeting of heritors and elders. Many mem- 
bers of the Assembly opposed and protested 
against this act ; and a great many presby- 
teries had sent up representations against 
the overture of it, that had been transmitted 
to them. Mr. Ebenezer Erskine, in a ser- 
mon before the synod of Perth and Sterling, 
in October following, gave a public testimo- 
ny against that, and some other acts and pro- 
ceedings of the Assembly. Several mem- 
bers were offended, and would have him 
called to account for the freedom he used. 
After long debate, the synod, by a small 
majority, found him censurable, and appoint- 
ed him to be rebuked at their bar. Against 
this sentence he protested, and appealed to 
the General Assembly. Mr. Wilson of 
Perth, and Mr. Moncrieff, protested against 
the judgment of the synod. Mr. Fisher, 
who was not allowed to vote, on account of 
his relation to Mr. Erskine, also protested, 
and appealed. When the cause came before 
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the Assembly, ann. 1733, the reasons of 
protest by Messrs. Wilson, Moncrieff, and 
Fisher, were refused a hearing; the sen- 
tence of the synod against Mr. Erskine was 
confirmed ; and the moderator rebuked him 
at the bar. Mr. Erskine immediately de- 
clared, that he could not submit to this re- 
buke as having any em ground ; and 
protested, that he should be at liberty to 
testify against the same or like defections, 
on all proper occasions. To this protestation 
the other three brethren declared their adhe- 
rence, and having severally subscribed their 
protestations, they left them on the table, 
and withdrew. After they were gone, the 
Assembly appointed their officer to summon 
them to attend next day—as they would not 
then fall from their protestations, they were 
cited to appear before the Commission in Au- 
gust ; and the Commission was appointed to 
suspend them from the exercise of their mi- 
nistry, if they did not then retract their pro- 
testations, and profess their sorrow for their 
conduct ; and to proceed to a higher sen- 
tence against them afterwards, in case they 
should not submit to the suspension. In Au- 
gust, as they did not retract, they were sus- 
pended ; and having continued to exercise 
their ministry as formerly, the Commission, 
in Nov, notwithstanding applications te the 
contrary from all parts of Scotland, did, by 
the moderator’s casting vote, loose their re- 
lation to their several charges, declaring 
them to be no longer ministers of this (the 
established) church ; prohibiting all the mi- 
nisters to employ them in their ministerial 
function, and declaring their charges vacant 
from that date. Of this sentence, intimation 
was given to the different presbyteries to 
which they belonged, and to the magistrates 
of the bounds where they resided. Against 
this sentence, also, Mr. Moncrieff and the 
three other brethren protested, and at the 
same time declared their secession from the 
judicatories of the church of Scotland, and 
from the prevailing party in them, who were 
carrying on a work of defection, and active 
in suppressing, by censure, necessary faith- 
fulness in testifying against defections. 
About the necessity and propriety of this 
step, the opinions have been, and still are, 
very different ; and a discussion of the point 
would be improper in this memoir. But 
whatever be the opinion entertained about 
the necessity they were laid under to make 
this secession, few will deny that they acted 
conscientiously, according to their views. 
Separation was by no means a light matter 
in their account; and they were no way 
disposed to act wantonly in a matter of such 
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importance. Their principles about the unity 
of the church, and the great evil of ground- 
less separation, were very different from 
those that are now entertained by many. 
Separation was what they had the greatest 
aversion to, unless they saw themselves in 
conscience shut up to it ; and if a judgment 
had been formed by that alone, they would 
have been thought rather liable to excessive 
forbearance, than to rashness. These ob- 
servations are particularly applicable to Mr. 
Moncrieff. This secession, with the proceed- 
ure of the Assembly which brought it on, 
was a matter of weight upon his spirit, anc 
the occasion of many prayers. He commu- 
nicated the distress of his mind tosome seri- 
ous Christians in his parish, earnestly en- 
treating their prayers to God for his direc- 
tion; and to one of them, when urging this 
request with tears in his eyes, he used this 
moving expression, “* They say Tf must 
speak no more in his name 3” alluding to 
the prohibition laid upon the apostles Peter 
and John. 

The-General Assembly, when met Ann. 
1734, on account of the hurtful cousequen- 
ces that might follow from the sentence of 
the Commission, set the same aside, and 
appointed the Synod of Perth and Stirling 
to restore Mr. Moncrieff and the other three 
brethren tothier respective charges, and to 
unite them to the church, prohibiting said 
Synod from entering into any judgment 
about the legality of the sentences that 
had been passed against them. But the 
brethren found, and published their reasons, 
that they could not fall from their secession, 
nor return to their seat in the judicatories, 
while these sentences were only dropt on 
account of the inexpediency of enforcing 
them, and while other grounds of secession 
were still remaining. They had, shortly 
after the sentence of the commission, form- 
ed themselves into a presbytery ; but thier 
meetings, for more than three years, were 
mostly spent in stating and publishing their 
Testimony. 
urgent application from all parts of the coun- 
try, they proceeded to appoint occasional 
sermon in different places. to erect Seced- 
ing congregations, and to licence young men. 
On account of this, a bill was prepared 
against them, and they were summoned to 
the meeting of Assembly 1739, along with 
other four, who by this time had joined them 
in their secession. They attended the As- 
sembly, and their moderator read an act, 
which they had prepared, whereby for reas- 
ons therein stated they declined the author- 
ities of the established judicatories, protest- 
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ing against any sentences that should be 


passed upon them; and then they withdrew. 


The next Assembly, 1740, deposed them 
from the office of the ministry, prohibiting 
them from the exercise of it, or any part 
of it, “ within this church ;” and in a short 
time after, they were put from their churches 
and benefices. 

Notwithstanding this sentence, Mr. Mon- 
crieff, agreeable to the above declinature and 
protest continued to exercise his ministry to 
such of his parish as adbered to him, and 
others that came from neighbouring parishes, 
as the other brethren also did. As an evi- 
dence of his making no account of the As- 
sembly’s sentence of deposition, and of his 
considering his relation to the parish of 
Abernethy as no way affected by it, he 
continued all his life to call on all the fami- 
lies of the parish in the course of his family 
visitation ; and such was the respect had 
fur him, even by those who did not join in 
the Secession, that none of them declined, 
or refused his m‘nistry in that matter. Ha- 
ving solemnly taken the charge of their 
souls, he did not consider himself at liberty 
to overlook them, as long as they allowed 
him any opportunity of being useful to them 
in any part of his ministry. As to the tem- 
paralities, or the legal benefice of the parish, 
he gave evidence how little account he 
made of it; for during all the remainder of 
his ministry, he never took a farthing of 
stipend from his Secediag congregation, al- 
though, from their numbers and worldly cir- 
cumstances, they were abundantly able to 
give a liberal maintenance toa minister. 

In February 1742, Mr. Moncrieff was 
unanimously chosen by the Associate Pres- 
bytery to be Professor of Divinity, as suc- 
cessor to Mr. Wilson of Perth, who had been 
removed by death about three months be- 
fore ; and this office he executed with great 
ability, diligence, zeal and faithfulness. 
This was manifested in the character and 
usefulness of a great number, who, in the 
course of twenty years, were trained up by 
him for the work of the ministry ; some of 
whom are yet alive; but the far greater 
part, having served their generation, are 
fallen asleep. 

As he had taken a very active part in 
the business of the Secession from its com- 
mencement,—fulfilling appointments to va- 
rious and distant parts of the country at 
great expense and toil; so he continued to 
take a very active part in business, first of 
the Associate Presbytery, particularly in 
the Act concerning the doctrine of grace, 
and in the Act for renewing of the coye- 














eo ert 


=a 


—— oes —_ 
a  e 





267 MEMOIR OF THE REV. ALEXANDER MONCRIEFF. 


nants, and afterwards in that of the Asso- 
ciate Synod. When the contreversy took 

lace in the Associate Synod about the 
Riddiiees of Seceders’s swearing the reli- 
gious clause of some burgess-oaths,* he 
took part in the decision that was given, 
finding and declaring, that the swearing of 
said clause by Seceders was inconsistent with 
their Secession and Testimony ; and when 
afterwards the question was brought in 
about making that decision a term of com- 
munion till it should be transmitted to pres- 
byteries and sessions for their judgment, he 
and others made a strenuous opposition to 
this question as being irregular. When a 
vote upon it was still urged, he and they, 
in all twenty-three members, protested 
against putting said question to the vote ; 
and when, notwithstanding, twenty mem- 
bers voted that the decision should not be a 
term of communion till so transmitted, and 
sustained that vote as the judgment of the 
court, he and the other protestors withdrew, 
claiming the authority and nower of the As- 
sociate Synod. 

Mr. Moncrieff discovered a great zeal 
against the corruptions of the judicatories of 
the Established Church, the Krastian en- 
croachment of the civil power in matters 
belonging to the church, against the bur- 
gess-oath, and other state-oaths, as involving 
an opprobation of matters inconsistent with 
the Secession Testimony: But he was by 
no means disailected to the civil government, 
whatever suspicions of his being so some 
were disposed to encourage. Of his at- 
tachment to the government as established 
in the family of Hanover, and of his zeal 
against the Pretender, he gave a striking 

roof in the time of the Rebellion 1749. 
He not only prayed for King George by 
name, in the hearing of the rebels; but he 
refused to pay, or suffer any one to pay in 
his name, the cess, to the collectors whom 
they had appointed. 
and a party were sent to disirain, he dealt 
very faithfully with them, and avowed as 
the reason of his refusal, that he could not 
do any thing that would have an appearance 
of acknowledging their authority, or might 
any way promote their cause. He laid be- 
fore them, with great freedom, the evil of 
the course they were engaged in, and warn- 
ed them against it. However, they pro- 


When some officers 





* “Here I protest, before God and your Lord- 
ships, that I profess, and allow with my heart, the 
true religion presently professed within this realm, 
and authorised by the laws thercof: I shall abide 
thereat, and defend the same to my life’s end; re- 
nouncing the Romish religion called Papistry.” 
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ceeded in their purpose, and not only took 
away his cattle and furniture, but carned off 
his eldest son to prison, and threatened his 
life if any attempted a rescue, which they 
were somewhat afraid of, knowing how 
much the people of the place were provoked 
at the treatment of that worthy family ; but 
none of their plunderings or threatenings 
could induce Culfargie to any compliance. 
About four years after this, he had the 
comfort of receiving this son as his colleague 
in the charge of the congregation. He con- 
tinued, however, laboriously engaged in all 
parts of his ministry, in teaching the stu- 
dents of divinity three months in the year, 
and in giving a punctual and exemplary at- 
tendance on meetings of presbytery and 
synod. By these labours, and his close ap- 
plication to study, his constitution was worn 
out, and the infirmities of old age were 
brought on at a period of life in which many 
retain considerable vigour. In the summer 
of 1761, his strength was greatly exhausted ; 
and though he still continued his public 
ministration as far as his strength would ad- 
mit, he considered his death to be at no great 
distance. In August, he attended the fu- 
neral of the Rev. Mr. Brown,* minister to 
the Associate congregation in Perth; and 
when he came into the room, he expressed 
himself to the brethren present, to the fol- 
lowing effect: * My brother has got the 
start of me. It was a question whether he 
or I would be first removed. ‘The Lord 
has decided it. He knows who are ripe.” 
This shews what views he had of the near 
approach of death; nevertheless, his desire of 
public usefulness was unabated. About two 
weeks before his death, he took a journey of 
forty miles, to execute some measures ho 
had in view for supporting a weak congre- 
gation, which shortly before had become va- 
cant. Two or three days, at most, after his 
return, an end was put to bis labours and 
troubles, October 7, 1761, in the 67th year 
of his age, and the 42d of his ministry. 
For twenty-four hours before his death, he 
was not able to speak so as to be heard and 
understood ; only about three hours before it, 
he was heard breathing out praises to God. 


* Mr. Brown had been in trouble more than a 
year, and his strength was gradually wasted ; yet 
he was never altogether laid aside from public 
work. Though he was not able for much, he 
preached a little every Sabbath to the very last, 
and assisted occasionally at sacraments in the 
neighbourhood. On the day before his death, he 
preached at Methven, on Luke, xiv. 3). and return- 
ed to his own house, six miles distant. Much of 
the discourse was about death. His hearers there- 
by perceived that he had this event much upor his 
mind; but they little thought it was so near. 
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On the Sabbath after, his son preached on 
Matth. xiv. 12. And his disciples came 
and took up the body and buried it, and 
went and told Jesus.””? And he was, in- 
deed, like John Baptist, to whom that text 
refers, ‘¢a burning and shining light.” __ 

Mr. Moncrieff was twice married. He 
married first, on March 8, 1722, Miss Mary 
Clerk, daughter of Sir John Clerk of Penny- 
cuick,* a lady of an amiable disposition, and 
of a very religious character, which was with 
him a primary consideration. She lived 
with him only a few years, having brought 
him three children, Mr. Matthew, who 
came to be his colleague and successor, and 
two daughters who died in their infancy. 
Afterwards he marrried Miss Jane Lyon, 
daughter to the Rev. William Lyon of Ogle, 
minister of the parish of Airlie. By her 
sweetness of temper, and unaffected piety, 
she was a blessing to her husband and her 
family. She brought Mr. Moncrieff fifteen 
children, eicht of whom died in their infancy ; 
and she survived him thirty years. He 
left behind him seven children, three sons, 
and four daughters. His eldest son and 
heir, Mr. Matthew Moncrieff, as already 
hinted, was ordained colleague to his father 
in the pastoral charge of the Associate 
congregation of Abernethy, Jan. 31, 1749. 
He survived his father only a few years, 
having died in June 1767. His second 
son, Mr. William Moncrieff, was ordain- 
ed minister to the Associate congrega- 
tion at Alloa, March 14, 1749; and after 
his father’s death, he was chosen by the As- 
sociate Synod to be his successor, as Pro- 
fessor of Divinity, and continued in that 
charge till his death, ann. 1786. 

Some sermons and tracts were published 
by Mr. Moncrieff. Part of these, with 
some others, were collected and published 
by his son Mr. William Moncrieff, in two 
volumes, ann. 1779. They discover his 
zealous attachment to the doctrines of the 
gospel, and the principles of the Secession ; 
his concern to promote practical godliness ; 
together with the deep sense he had of the sin 
and danger of these lands, on account of their 
apostacy from a covenanted reformation. 





+ This marriage was followed with a very striking 
memento that same night, or the very next. Sir 
John was a religious godly man, and had been often 
heard to say, that it would be @ pleasant thing to 
fall asleep at night, and awake in heaven. At the 
time referred to, while the new married couple were 
yet in the house, he retired to his chamber at the 
usual hour. Some time after, Lady Clerk follow- 
ed, and, wondering that she did not hear him 
breathe, took the candle to look in his face. She 
found he was quite dead, lying as in a pleasant 
sleep, with his hand below his head. 
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The traits of Mr. Moncrieff’s character 
were strongly marked, and very striking ; 
but it would have required the pen of a con- 
temporary and intimate to have done it any 
thing like justice in the delineation. He 
was naturally of an ardent temper, which, 
under the influence of grace, served to 
heighten his character, and to promote his 
usefulness. In preaching, he delivered 
himself with great warmth and animation. 
What he saw to be his duty, he prosecuted 
with an eager and determined resolution ; 
and the expression of his zeal in the cause 
of truth was strong and determined. Some- 
times, indeed, by this constitutional warmth 
of temper, he was betrayed into passion ; 
nevertheless, being sensible of his liable- 
ness to it, he obtained. by watchfulness and 
prayer, great command over his temper ; 
and when it did prevail, it gave him an er- 
rand to the throne of grace, to which he al- 
ways had recourse, when he found his spirit 
any way discomposed. 

His eminent zeal for the truths and ordi- 
nances of Christ, was manifested by his con- 
tendings against the errors and defections 
then taking place, which have been already 
mentioned, and also by his public writings. 
His zeal was uniform, and was exercised in 
a correspondent manner about the salvation 
of souls, and about practical religion. He 
was particularly earnest and assiduous, both 
in public and private, with the young gene- 
ration, embracing every opportunity of re- 
commending an early acquaintance with re- 
ligion, being well able from his own expe- 
rience to point out the great advantage and 
comfort of it. The glory of God, the vause 
of Christ, and the salvation of souls, so en- 
grossed his mind and heart, that the con- 
cerns of this world were comparatively of 
no account with him. From a sense of du- 
ty, he attended to the affairs of his family, 
and managed them with discretion, in a sub- 
serviency to higher ends; but he gave evi- 
dent proofs that he was not given to “ filthy 
lucre.”? ‘The minutes of the parish-session 
bear, that immediately after his ordination 
he made a gift to the session of the crop upon 
the glebe, for defraying the expense of 
preaching during the preceding vacancy ; 
and, as already observed, he took no sti- 
pend from his Seceding congregation, not- 
withstanding all the travelling-expense he 
was put to in the exercise of his ministry, 
beside that incurred by having the charge of 
the students. 

The most r’markable part of his charac- 
ter, and that which all who were acquainted 
with him have taken particular notice of, 
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was the frequent intercourse he held with 
God in prayer. His conversation was in 
heaven. He was distinguished as a man of 
prayer. It was his ordinary practice to en- 
gage in secret prayer three times a-day, in 
the morning, at noon, and at night; but he al- 
so frequently retired to his closet at other 
times ; for every thing furnished him with 
an errand to the throne of grace, “and in 
every thing by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, he made his requests known 
unto God.” He was singularly conscien- 
tious, and would take no step in any matter 
without having his conscience satisfied about 
his duty therein. Accordingly, his applica- 
tions to God for direction were frequent. 
He could not live without prayer. The op- 
portunities of retirement could not be had to 
answer the frame of his mind, therefore he 
had frequent recourse to ejaculation. When 
in company, he would have taken a step or 
two through the room, or stood a little be- 
fore the window, as if looking out, in order 
to have an opportunity, unobserved, of pour- 
ing out his heart to God. In his preach- 
ings,* in his lectures to his students, and 
even when sitting at table, he was observed 
breathing out his silent prayer to God.— 
Such eminent examples of godliness should 
not be concealed. How happy would it be 
if they were attended to and improved! 


—_—<—_ 


IMMANUEL: OR, SCRIPTURE VIEWS OF JE- 
SUS CHRIST. 


**T count all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.”—Puu. 


iii. 8. 
CHAPTER I. 


All the names and titles by which the Eter- 
nal and Most High God has made him- 
self known to man, are given to Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. 


I. JEHOVAH, OR LORD, 


These two expressions are of the same 
import, and signify the se/f-existent essence ; 
or a being that lives in and of himself,—one 
that does not derive his life and existence 
from another; but is himself the source and 
essence of life and being. 

This name Lord or Jehovah is given to 
Jesus Christ, as well as to the eternal 
Father, both in the Old and New Testa- 





* A story is told, that one day when in his preach- 
ing he had paused longer than ordinary, a woman 
whispered to her neighbour, **See! Culfargie is 
away to heaven, and left us all sitting bere.” 
Whether the observation took place or not, the 
currency of the story shews that the fact stated was 
familiar to his hearers. 
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‘ment, which of itself is a sufficient proof that 


he is the self-existent God, who has life in 
himself. There can be but one self-existent 
Being, ‘One Lord.” (Eph. iv. 5.) “Hear, 
O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.” 
(Deut. vi. 4.) Jesus Christ is this one 
Lord, ** And one Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 
Cor. viii. 6.) The Lord, or Jehovah, is 
his common name throughout the whole 
Bible. (See Isaiah xl. 3, compared with 
Luke i. 76; compare also Eph. iv. 7, 8, 
with Psalm lxviii. 17, 18; also Jer. xxiii, 
6. with 1 Cor. i. 30.). 

Note—Whby is Jesus made known by the 
name of Jehovah, if he is any thing short of 
the self-existent essence, and the source of 
lite and being? To call a mere creature by 
such a name could be nothing short of blas- 
phemy ; and could have no other tendency 
than to lead the whole world into gross 
idolatry. 

Il. LORD OF HOSTs. 


“Sanctify the Lord of Hosts himself, and 
let him be your fear, and let him be your 
dread : and he shall be for a sanctuary : but 
for a stone of stumbling and a rock of offence 
to both houses of Israel.”? (Is. viii. 13, 14.) 
This text is applied to Christ, and can be 
true of none but him. He is * the stone 
which the builders disallowed, the same is 
made the head of the corner, and a stone 
of stumbling, and a roek of offence.” (1 
Pet. ii. 7, 8.)—Again, ‘* Mine eyes have 
seen the King, the Lord of Hosts,” &c. 
(Is. vi. 5—10.) “These things, said 
Esaias, when he saw the glory of Christ, 
and spake of him.” (Joltn xii. 41.) 

Note—The term Lord of Hosts can be- 
long to none but the supreme Jehovah: it 
is here applied tu the stone of stumbling 
which the builders rejected. Christ is that 
stone: therefore it follows, that Christ is 
the Lord of Hosts. 

And let the Christian, in reading his 
Bible, observe farther, that Jesus is called 
alse, ** Christ THE Lord.” (Luke ii. 11.) 
“The Lord from Heaven.” (1 Cor. xv. 
47.) Lord both of the dead and living.” 
(Rom. xiv. 9.) ‘ He is the Lord of all.” 
(Acts x. 36.) ‘And Lord over all.” 
(Rom. x. 12.) ‘* The Lord of Glory.” (1 
Cor. ii. 8.) ** The Lord of Lords ” (Rev. 
xvii. 14.) What higher tities than these 
are ever given to Jehovah? Andean such 
titles be given by the Holy Ghost to one 
that is inferior to the God of Heaven ? And 
do they not imply the exercise of infinite 
perfection ; or, in the apostle’s language, 
“ That in Him dwelleth” as in the taber- 
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nacle of old, * all the fulness of the Gop- 
ueaD bodily ?” (Col. ii. 9.) Since these 
names are applied to Jesus, he must be the 
self-existent, eternal I AM: for all these 
names can apply to none else. To say that 
he is called in the scriptures by names that 
do not belong to him, is what few cliuse to 
affirm : and if the above names properly be- 
long to him, bis Godhead cannot be denied, 
with any shadow of consistency. His sus- 
taining the highest offices under heaven or 
in heaven, could never entitle him to the 
names and titles of Jehovah himself. We 
see that these are given unto him; there- 
fore he must be Jehovah. 


III. THE FIRST AND THE LAST. 


“Thus saith the Lord, the King of 
Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of 
Hosts, I am the first, and Iam the last, and 
besides me there is no God.” (Is. xliv. 6.) 
Here observe with the closest attention, that 
Jesus Christ claims this title, and saith of 
himself, “1am Alpha and Omega, the be- 
ginning and the end, the firsé and the last.” 
(Rev. xxii. 15.) 


Note.—Now look steadfastly at this God 
alone ; the Redeemer ; the Lord of Hosts, 
the first and the last. Jesus Christ declares 
repeatedly that he himself is the first and 
the last ; then he is the Redeemer and 
Lord of Hosts. View this in a stronger light 
yet, if possible. He who is the first and the 
last is the Lord Jehovah, besides whom 
there is no God. Jesus is the first and the 
last; then it follows, that there is no God 
besides Jesus. Look at it once more. There 
cannot be two beings that are the first and 
the last. God alone is so. Jesus Christ is 
so. Then beside Jesus, there is no God. 
What becomes now of their assertion who 
affirm that Jesus never said that he was 
God? Is it even possible for him to declare 
that in stronger terms than he does here, 
where he saith, * I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the end, the first and the 
last?” God alone can use this language ; 
and this is the very same as to say, *“* Besides 
me there is no God.”? To plead that he 
does not say in so many words, 1 am God 
is nothing better than a mere sophism, the 
cavil of a blind mind and a perverse heart ; 
For Christ, at sundry times and in divers 
manner, has publicly declared, that he is 
that which none but God can be. And in 
this way he declares his power and God- 
head as determinately as if he had said in so 
many words, Lam the Lord God. If you 
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tell me, that you have an immortal soul, 
and a body of flesh, I have no more doubt 
that you are a human being than if you 
were to tell inso many words, J am a man. 
When our adorable Jesus tells me, “I am 
the first and the last,’ I have no more doubt 
of his Godhead, than if he were to use the 
expression, I am God alone, for this would 
not be ‘stronger than the declaration he 
makes, 


IV. GOD. 


This is one of the common names of Jesus 
Christ in the Holy Bible. It was the Holy 
Ghost that taught the inspired penmen to 
call him by this name. A few texts by wa 
of a specimen shall suffice here. ‘* Behold, 
a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring 
forth a son, and they shall call his name Em- 
manuel; ¢. e. God with us,” (Matt, i. 23.) 
“The Mighty God.” (Is. ix. 6.) “ And 
without controversy, great is the mystery of 
godliness, God was manifested in the flesh." 
(1 Tim. iii. 16.) * Feed the church of God, 
which he hath purchased with his own 
blood.” (Acts xx. 28.) “ Hereby perceive 
we the love of God, because HE laid down 
HIS life for us.” (1 John iii. 16.) **God 
was IN Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself.” (2 Cor. v. 19.) * And to the only 
wise God our Saviour, be glory and ma- 


jesty, dominion and power, both now and 


ever, Amen.’ (Jude 25, see 1 Tim. i. 17. 
vi. 14—16.) ‘* Thomas said to Jesus, My 
Lord and my God.” (John xx. 28.) And 
the eternal Father addresseth the Son in 
these remarkable words, * Thy throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever.” (Heb. i. 8.) 

Note.—The above texts need no com- 
ment, they are as plain as words can make 
them. If they do not declare, in the most 
express and in the strongest terms, that Je- 
sus Christ is the true and Eternal God, lane 
guage cannot be understood, and words have 
no meaning. Men of perverse minds may 
put unnatural constructions upon the plainest 
truths, and force them to speak what they 
never were designed to convey. We ac- 
t this may be done ; but let 
the unstable who wrest the Scriptures, ree 
member that th y do this to their own dee 
struction. (2 Pet. iil.) We have seen that 
the Scriptures testify that Jesus is God with 
us—God in the flesh—that he was God who 
laid down his life for us—that God purchas- 
ed us with his own blood—the only wise 
God our Saviour—God whose throne is for 
ever and ever. All this is spoken of Jesus 
Christ. And now I ask, What think you 
of Christ ? 
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V. TRUE GOD. 


*¢ We are in him that is true, even in his 
Son Jesus Christ: this is the true God, and 
eternal life.” (1 John v. 20.) 

Note.—There can be but one true God, 
and here Jesus Christ is declared to be that 
one true God. This dves not exclude the 

yersons of the father and the Holy Ghost. 
‘here are three Divine Persons, and one 
true God.—They who object to the term 
persons in the Godhead, only expose their 
ignorance of the Scriptures, both of the let- 
ter and spirit of them. The very expres- 
sion is used; Christ is said to be the ex- 
press image of the person of the Vather. 
(Heb. i. 3.) Let the disputers of this world 
summon all their wit and invention, to bend, 
corrupt, and torture the above Scripture, to 
their own hurt. Still it stands pure on the 
sacred page, and for ever cries aloud of Je- 
sus Christ, this is the true God, and eternal 
life. Let them torture it as they please, it 
will continue to speak this language, and 
will say nothing else. Let us then believe 
that he is our God, and join all the angels 
in worshipping him. 


VI. GREAT GOD. 


¢ Looking for that blessed hope and the 
glorious appearing of the Great God, and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.” (Tit. ii. 13.) 

Note.—This text speaks of the day of 
judgment, and can apply to no other period. 
The glorious appearing of the Judge is men- 
tioned; and the Judge is the Great God. 
Jesus Christ alone is the Judge: **the Fa- 
ther judgeth no man, but hath committed 
all judgment unto the Son.” Then it ne- 
cessarily follows, that Jesus Christ is the 
Great God, whose glorious appearance we 
look for. ‘The Christian’s hope is built on 
the promise. He does not look for any one 
that has not promised to come: none pro- 
mised to come but Jesus alone: Ilis appear- 
ance we look and hope for. We do not 
look for the appearance of the Great God 
any other way than in the person of Christ: 
for we have no other promise of his coming. 
The Judge is here described two ways: He 
is the Great God—he is our Saviour. One 
person, and not two, is here spoken of: his 
nature and office are mentioned. By na- 
ture he is the Great God: by oflice he is 
the Saviour of his believing people. To 
deny this interpretation of the text will go 
to deny the Godhead of the Father as well 
as the Godhead of Christ: and this you will 
easily see by reading the following Scrip- 
tures. ‘*We give thanks to God and the 
Father,” &c. ‘ The mystery of God, and 





of the Father, and of Christ.” (Col. i. 3. 
il. 2.) We have as good ground to infer 
from these that the Father is not God, as to 
infer from that in Titus ii. that the Saviour 
is not the Great God ; for the mode of ex- 
pression is the very same. 


Vil. GOD OVER ALL. 


‘** Of whom as concerning the flesh Christ 
came, who is over all, God blessed for ever, 
Amen.” (Rom, ix. 5. 

Note,—W hat can language speak plainer 
and stronger than this? Here the two na- 
tures of Christ are expressly mentioned in 
the plainest of all terms: in terms which 
every reader must understand ; and in terms 
which the most ingenious caviller can never 
overturn. Who is this that is over all, God 
blessed for ever? Christ, who according to 
the flesh, came from the stock of Israel. 
None but Christ is mentioned in the text: 
and to apply any part of the verse to any 
but Jesus, is offering an insult to the under- 
standing of every reader. 


CHAPTER If. 


The Attributes and Perfections which can 
belong to none but Jehovah alone, are al! 
ascribed to Jesus Christ our Saviour. 


I. ETERNAL. 


That Jesus Christ is from all eternity is as 
clear as that he exsits at all. Hear the lan- 
guage of Scripture respecting him. “He 
was before all things.”? (Col. i.17.) “ With 
God from the beginning,” 7, e. from eterni- 
ty, (John i. 1.) ‘His goings forta were 
from everlasting,’ (Mic. v. 2.) And he 
speaks of the glory which he had with the 
Father before the world was, (John xvii. 5.) 
And in essence, ** He is the everlasting Fa- 
ther, the “mighty God.” (Is. ix. 6.) And 
he proclaims aloud his eternity and God- 
head when he saith, lam Alpha and Ome- 
ga, the beginning and the ending, saith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and which 
is tocome, the Almighty.” ‘* Iam the first 
and the last.” (Rev. i. 8. xxii. 13.) 

Note.—Of whom but Jehovah himself 
can it be said, that he was before all things 
from everldsting, the first and the last? 
This is said of Christ; and he saith it of 
himself, that he is the beginning and the 
ending, the first and the last. If this does 
not prove his eternal existence and Godhead, 
no expressions used among men can do it. 


II. IMMUTABLE. 


“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to- 
day, and for ever.’? (Heb. xiii. 8.) The 
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Father saith to him ‘* Thou art the same, and 
thy years shall not fail.” (Heb. i. 12.) 
Unchangeableness is an attribute which can 
belong to none but God alone, “1 am the 
Lord, I change not.’? (Mal. iii. 6.) 

Note.—Name one being that exists, but 
Jehovah, of whom it may be said, that he is 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever, 
from eternity to eternity the same, without 
cny variableness or shadow of turning. 
Even the perfect angels above grow in wis- 
dem, and come down to learn by the church 
the manifold wisdom of God, and are ever 
Jesiring to look farther into the mysteries of 
Christ ; so there is a sinless change in them, 
and there necessarily must be a change in all 
created beings. But there is no change in 
Jesus. He is the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever. And this is an attribute and 
perfection which none can possess but Jeho- 
vah alone. 


III, OMNIPRESENT. 


Who, but the eternal I AM, can be every 
where at once? Jesus Christ is so. When 
he was on earth he was then in heaven also 3 
“‘No man hath ascended up to heaven, but 
he that came down from heaven, even the 
Son of Man which is in heaven.” (John iii. 
13. And now he is in heaven, yet still on 
earth; “Lo! Iam with you alway, even 
unto the end of the world.” (Matt. xxviii. 
20.) * Where two or three are gathered to- 
sether in my name, there am I in the midst 
of them.” (John xviii. 20.) Jesus is al- 
ways in the midst of the throne of heaven, and 
at the same time in the midst of the churches 
onearth. He isin glory with the Father, and 
comes down with him to make their abode 
with every soul on earth that loves him; 
“We will come unto him and make our 
abode with him.”” We see by all this, that 
Jesus is in heaven and earth at the same 
time, yea, every where, ‘And filleth all 
things.” ** Filleth allin all.” (Eph iv. 10. 
i. 22.) And all things every where are 
subject unto him, in heaven, earth, and un- 
der the earth. (See Phil. ii. 10.) 

Note.—A created being, however exalt- 
ed, cannot possibly be ia two places at one 
ind the same time. Jesus is in heaven and 
earth at the same moment: therefore he 
must be more than a created being. 


IV. OMNISCIENT. 


None but the God who created the hu- 
man heart can search and discern all the 
thoughts and intentions of it. We have the 
best authority in the world for saying this: 
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for so we read in the eternal truth fteelf: 
“* Thou, (Jehovah,) even THOU ONLY, 
knowest the hearts of the children of rien.” 
(1 Kings viii. 39.) Observe, that none 
but God has this knowledge: He never 
communicated it (if that were possible) to 
any other; but has reserved it to himself. 
This truth is established for ever, and posi- 
tively declared by Jehovah himself, that he 
alone knoweth the hearts of the children of 
men. 

Here carefully observe, that Jesus affirms 
that he is that God who alone searcheth the 
heart: “ And all the churches shall know 
that I am HE that searcheth the reins and 
hearts.” (Rev. ii, 23.) The Gospel of 
God saith often, that Jesus discerns the 
thouchts and intents of the human heart; 
that he knows the secrets of the heart. 
(See John ii. 24, 25. Luke ix. 47. 1 Cor. 
iv. 5, &c.) 

Here mark, that none bat the One God 
knows the heart of man. And Jesus saith, 
I am HE that searcheth the heart. Was it 
even possible for him to declare his Godhead 
in plainer or stronger terms? He does not 
say, I am one that knows the heart; but, in 
far higher terms, 1 am He, that one God, 
who alone searcheth the heart. 

Jesus knows ALL THINGS: “ We 
are sure that thou knowest all things.” 
(John xvi. 30.) Peter said unto him, 
‘Lord, thou knowest all things.”? (John 
xxi. 17.) And all men shall know, in the 
great day of God, that this is true of Christ, 
for ** When Christ cometh, he will bring to 
light the hidden things of darkness, and will 
make manifest the counsels of the hearts.” 
(1 Cor. iv. 5.) 

Again, Jesus Christ knows not only the 
hearts of men, and all things in the world 
of nature and of grace; but he knows all 
that Ged ts. “As the Father knoweth 
me, even so know I the Father.” (John x. 
15.) “The Spirit (which is called the 
Spirit of Christ) searcheth all things, yea 
the deep things of God.” (1 Cor. ii. 10.) 
‘No man knoweth the Father save the 
Son.” (Matt. xi. 27.) “No man hath 
seen God at any time, the only-begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, 
he hath declared him.” (John i. 18.) 
When Jesus came down to earth, he saith, 
* T speak that which I have seen with my 
Father.” (John viii, 38.) 


NVote-—No man hath seen God at any 
time. Jesus Christ knoweth the Father in 
the very same manner as the Father know- 
eth Christ. Jesus is omniscient; none is 
so but God. 
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Vv. OMNIPOTENT, 


It will be very easy to see that our Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ 1s omnipotent, if we 
search the Scriptures, and believe the re- 
cord which God hath given of his Son,— 
*‘He is the most mighty.” (Ps. xlv. 3.) 
‘He is the Mighty God,’ [and in essence 
‘the everlasting Father.” Is, ix. 6.] ‘ He 
has all power in heaven and earth.” (Matt. 
xxvili. 18.) ** He has Divine power.” (2 
Pet. i. 3.) His power is equal to that of the 
Father, “ What things so ever the Father 
doeth, these also doeth the Son likewise.” 
(John v. 19.) It is clear that the eternal 
Father has neither power nor might, nor 
any thing else which the Son has not; for 
he tells us plainly, “* ALL THINGS that 
the Father hath are MINE.” (John xvi. 
15.) i. e. all attributes and all perfections, 
If these are excepted, the assertion is un- 
true and without meaning. Jesus himself 
puts this matter beyond all controversy, 
where he proclaims from Heaven that he is 
indeed the Almighty: “*Tam Alpha and 
Omega, the beeinnuing and the ending, saith 
the Lord, which is, and 
which is to come, the 
(Rev. i. 8.) 

Note.—When Jesus proclaims that he is 
the Almighty, is not this the very same as 
to say, that he is the living and true God? 
for none can be Almighty but Jehovah 
alone. Even those who deny this doctrine, 
would be offended to hear ef an Almighty 
man or an almighty angel. Why therefore 
will any say that Jesus has nothing but what 
he has received of the Father? Could the 
Father make a mere man to be, The Most 
Mighty, The Mighty God, the Almighty, 
{The Everlasting Father ?] 


which was, and 


ALMIGHTY,” 


CHAPTER IIL 


The Works which none but Jehovah him- 
self can perform, are done by Jesus Christ, 
as the Scriptures abundantly testify. 


I. CREATION. 


All must know that creation is the work 
of God.” ** In the beginning God created 
the heaven and the earth.” (Gen. i. 1.) 
None besides the infinite Jehovah alone 
could cal} forth worlds into existence, when 
as yet they were not. In creation are 
found visible marks of his invisible power 
and Godhead. ‘The very nature of creation 
speaks home to every man, that the Omnipo- 
tent God made all things, and that none else 
could. 


IMMANUEL: OR, SCRIPTURE VIEWS OF JESUS GHRIST. 





280 


Creation is the work of Jesus Christ. 
“The world was made by him.” (1 John 
i. 10.) “ All things were made by him, 
and without him was not any thing made 
that was made.” (Johni. 3.) “By him 
were all things created, that are in hea- 
ven, and that are in earth, visible and invi- 
sible, whether they be thrones, or domi- 
nions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him and for him.”—Here 
observe, that Jesus Christ created all things ; 
and yet none but God himself can create: 
surely all must acknowledge, that power to 
bring all worlds out of nothing into exis- 
tence, is a power which God cannot dele- 
gate to another. And yet we find that this 
power is in Christ. And we are moreover 
expressly assured, that We hath not come 
mitted such an office to any created agent. 
“Thus saith Jehovah thy Redeemer, and 
he that formed thee from the womb, I am 
Jehovah, that maketh all things, that stretch- 
eth forth the heavens ALONE; that 
spreadeth ebroad the earth by MYSELF.” 

Is. xliv. 24.) 

The Psalmist addresseth Jehovah, and 
saith *O iny GOD—of old hast thou laid 
the foundation of the earth, and the heavens 
are the work of thy hands; they shall pe- 
rish, but thu shalt endure; yea, all they 
shall wax old as doth a garment, and asa 
vesture shalt thou change them, and they 
shall be changed; but thou art the same, 
and thy years shall have no end.” (Ps. cii. 
24—27.)—Jesus Christ is this very GOD 
which David addresseth, and this very text 
is applied to him, by the Father, ‘* And 
thou Lord in the beginning hast laid the 
foundation of the earth, and the heavens are 
the works of thy hands: they shall perish, 
but thou remainest; and they all wax old 
as doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt 
thou fold them up, and they shall be changed ; 
but thou art the same, and thy years shall 
not fail.” (Heb, i. 10—12.) How can 
Christ be addressed in this style if he is net 
David’s God? 





Note—If Jesus Christ had no existence 
before he assumed our nature, how could he 
create tle world before he himself had any 
being? Or if he existed before his incarna- 
tion, and yet was no more thana part of 
God's creation, then how is it true, that 
ALL things were made by him, and that 
without him was not ANY THING made 
that was made? Should any say, that Jesus 
never made the worlds, this would be a di 
rect contradiction to the express testimony 
of God himself, who saith to Christ, “ The 








281 
heavens are the works of thine hands.” 
Or if they allow that Christ is the creator of 
all things, and yet deny his eternal power 
and Godhead: how then is it true, that 
“Jn the begginning GOD created the hea- 
ven and the earth? The Creator is God ; 
and Jesus is the Creator. 


II. PROVIDENCE. 


It is the Lord Jehovah himself that pre- 
serves the worlds he «made, and governs all 
things. ‘* Thou, even thou, art the Lord 
alone, thou hast made heaven, the heaven 
of heavens with all their hosts, the earth 
and all things that are therein; and thou 
preservest them all.” (Neh. ix. 6.) And 
as he preserves, so also he governs all. ‘I 
am God, and there is none else; I have 
sworn by myself, that unto ME every knee 
shall bow, and every tongue shall swear.” 
(Is. xlv. 22, 23.) Here you see, that the 
Creator is the God of Providence. 

Now observe, that it is Jesus Christ that 
supports and governs all creation. ‘ He 
upholdeth ALL things with the word of 
HIS power.” (Heb. 1. 3.) “All things 
were created by him, and FOR him, and 
by him all things consist.’ (Col. 1. 16, 
17.) “ Atthe name of JESUS every knee 
shall bow, of thiugs in heaven, and things in 
earth, and things under the earth.” (Phil. 
ii. 10.) 

Note.—When you observe what Jesus 
does, you need not ask whu he is. He up- 
holdeth the whole universe with the word 
of his power. He supplieth the wants of 
His fulness filleth all 
He governs all worlds. All things 
are put under his feet; and unto him every 
knee shall bow.—What is man? An atom 
in God’s creation. Can this bear up the 
pillars of heaven and earth with the word of 
his power? Is it rational to suppose it pos- 
sible? What then think you of Christ, who 
sits at the helm of the universe, and by 
whom all things consist ? 


all created beings. 
in all, 


III. RESURRECTION. 


Is is God himself that will raise the dead 
in the last day. ‘ And why should it be 
thought a thing incredible with you that 
God should raise the dead ?”’ ( Acts XXVi. 
8.) JI, even I, am he, and there is no 
God with me; I kill, and I make alive.” 
(Deut. xxxii. 39.) He therefore that will 
raise the dead is Jehovah himself, and not 
another. 

It is Christ that will raise the dead. 
This is fully demonstrated ; for it is he that 
hath “the keys of hell and of death.” 
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(Rev. i. 18.) Hear what Jesus saith ; 
“Tam the RESURRECTION and the 
LIFE.” (John xi, 25.) “I will raise 
them up at the last day.” (John vi. 40.) 
‘* Marvel not at this, for the hour is coming 
in the which all that are in the graves shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and shall 
come forth, they that have done good unto 
the resurrection of life, and they that have 
done evil unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion.” (John v. 28, 29.) Compare the 
following texts. ‘1 am the LORD thy 
GOD, from the land of Egypt, and thou 
shalt know no God but me: for there is no 
SAVIOUR beside me. I will ransom 
them from the power of the grave, I will 
redeem them from death: O death, I will 
be thy plague: O grave, I will be thy de- 
struction.”? (Hos. xin. 4, 14.) It is Jesus 
Christ that gave himself a Ransom for all, 
and by this act of his love, he destroyed and 
abolished death. (See Heb. ii. 14. 2 Tim. 
ij. 10. Then it follows, that there is no Sa- 
viour and no God besides Christ: for it is 
he that destroyed death, and ransomed us 
from the power of the grave. 

Note.—Here two points are clearly as- 
certained. He that will raise the dead is 
God himself, none else can: for nothing 
short of Infinite Power can call forth the 
millions of the dead. Jesus is the resur- 
rection and thelife. By bis own inherent 
power he will raise the dead: and this power 
can be in none but God alone, “I Sous) 
will raise the dead at the last day :” there- 
fore Jesus is God Almighty. 


IV. JUDGMENT. 


It is Jehovah himself, and no other, that 
will judge the world in the last day. **God 
is judge himself.” (Ps. 1. 6.) The Judge 
of all the earth.”” (Gen. xviii. 25,)—“ The 
Lord Jesus Christ shall judge the quick 
and the dead, at his appearing and his king- 
dom.” (2 Tim. iv. 1.) 

Here we shall compare Scripture with 
Scripture, to shew how the very same things 
are spoken of God and of Christ, respect- 
ing the last Judgment. All that we shall 
here quote is spoken of the Judge himself, 
and the Judge is one.—*“ The Lord my God 
shall come, and all the saints with thee.” 
(Zech. xiv. 5.) “The coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ with all HIS saints.” (1 
Thess. ili, 13.) —** The Lord cometh with 
ten thousand of his saints.” (Jude, 14.) 
“The Son of Man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall 
he sit upon the throne of his glory.”” (Matt, 
xxv. 31.) “The Lord Jesus shall be re- 
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vealed from heaven with HIS mighty an- 
gels." (2 Thess. i. 7.) Here the saints 
and angels of God are called the saints’ and 
angels of the Son of Man. It is with God 
they willcome. They will attend the Judge, 
and the Judge is the Son of Man.—* And 
I saw the dead, small and great, stand be- 
fore GOD; and the books were opened.” 
(Rev. xx. 12.) ‘* We must all stand be- 
fore the judgment seat of CHRIST.” 
(Rom. xiv. 10. 2 Cor. v. 10.)—* Every 
one of us shall give account of himself to 
GOD.” (Rom. xiv. 12.) “The Father 
judgeth no man, but hath committed all 
judgment to the SON.” (John v. 22.) 
*‘Who both will bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, and will make manifest 
the counsels of the hearts. (1 Cor. iv. 5.) 
** God will render io every man according 
to his deeds.” (Rom. ii. 5, 6.) “The 
SON OF MAN shall come in the glory of 
his Father, with his angels, and then HE 
shall reward every man according to his 
works.” (Matt. xvi. 27.) ‘Behold the 
LORD cometh with ten thousand of his 
saints, to execute judgment upon all,’ &c. 
(Jude, 14, 15.) “The LORD JESUS 
shall be revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God, and that 


obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” (2 Thess, i. 7,8.) 


Note—Here one of two things must be 
maintained: either that there will be two 
Judges on the throne in the last day ; or 
that God and Christ are one God. It is 
very evident that we must stand before the 
throne of God and the throne of Christ ; and 
render an account to God and to Christ, 
and receive our reward or punishment of 
God and of Christ. The Judge is God 
alone ; but Jesus is the Judge. Therefore 
Jesus is God. 


CHAPTER IV. 


Christ is that to his Church which none but 
God can be in every relation. 


I. ELECTION. 


This “election is of God.” (1 Thess. 
i. 4.) Because God hath from the begin- 
ning chosen you to salvation through sancti- 
fication of the spirit, and belief of the truth.” 
(2 Thess. ii. 13.) And who shall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's elect?” 
(Rom. vii. 33.) 

They are the elect of Christ. In the 
last day the Son of Man will send HIS 
angels to gather HIS clect from the four 
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winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” 
(Matt. xxiv. 30, 31.) 

Note—They cannot be the elect of Christ 
if he hath not chosen them out of the world, 
He could not choose them if he had no ex- 
istence before his incarnation; for they were 
chosen before the foundation of the world, 
And if Christ chose them before the world 
was, he chose them as one with the Father. 


Il. THE CHURCH OF GOD. 


It is the church of CHRIST. Upon 
this rock I will build MY church,” (Matt. 
xvi. 18.) It is the church of Christ in 
every sense, and by every possible right. 
It is his purchased possession ; his building ; 
his house ; his spouse ; his body ; the church 
is subject unto him, and he is head over all 
things to his church. So it is the church of 
Christ in the very strongest sense that can 
be mentioned. 

All know that it is called the church of 
God times out of number. The temple of 
God; the building of God; God’s house ; 
and God’s husbandry. ‘* He that built all 
things is God.”? (Heb. iii. 4.) 

Note—How is it possible to reconcile or 
to understand the above passages but by be- 
lieving that God is in Christ? They may 
be perverted, but can never be explained 
till Jesus is allowed to be that God who 
built all things; for both the church and the 
world are the buildings of Christ. The 
church is his own property, even his body. 
It is the church of God. And yet there are 
not two proprietors ; but one proprietor. It 
follows, God and Christ are one. 


III. REDEMPTION. 


Jesus Christ redeemed the world. It 
would be easy to recite the Scripture proofs 
of this in abundance ; a few shall serve asa 
specimen. ‘‘Christ hath redeemed us from 
the curse of the law, being made a curse for 
us.” (Gal. ii, 13.) ‘* Redeemed—with 
the precious blood of Christ.” (1 Pet. i. 
18.) ‘The saints say to Jesus, “ Thou hast 
redeemed us to God by thy blood. (Rev. 
i. 9.) So we see plainly that Jesus is the 
Redeemer. 

And we see as plainly that the Redeemer 
is the Lord God. Believers are looking 
“for the glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ, who 
gave himself for us, that he might redeem 
us from all iniquity.” (Tit. n. 13, 14.) 
Jesus is both the great God and our Saviour, 
and he hath redeemed us with his own 
blood, called the blood of God. Feed the 
church of God, which IE hath purchased 
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with his OWN blood.” (Acts xx. 28.) And 
we are to glorify him as God who hath 
purchased us. “Y e are bought with a 
price ; therefore glorify God in_your body, 
and in .your spirit, which are God’s.” (1 
Cor. vi. 20.) And Jehovah glories in the 
name of Redeemer throughout the Old Tes- 
tament. ‘* Thus saith the Lord, the King 
of Israel, and his REDEEMER, the 
LORD of HOSTS, Iam the first, and I 
am the last, and beside me there is no God.” 

(Is. xliv. 6) Then ‘* wo unto them that 
deny the LORD that bought them, they 
shall be destroyed, and that without reme- 
dy.” (2 Pet. i. 1.) 

” Note—If Jesus Christ was no more than 
a mere man, he could not redeem the 
world, and deliver us from misery and guilt. 
Hear what the infallible voice of Scripture 
saith to this—** NO MAN may deliver his 
brother ; nor make agreement unto God for 


him: For it cost more to redeem their 
souls: so that he must let that alone for 


ever.” (Ps. xlix. 7,8.) Those who are 
wise above that which is written, plead that 
God could appoint any creature to redeem 
the world. Upon this plan, a beast or a 
bird, could have been constituted redeemer 
of the world, as well as Christ him- 
But they should recollect, that God 
can appoint nothing that will not answer the 
end for which it is appointed ; which end is 
to bring glory to God in the highest; to 
manifest his righteousness, as well as_ his 
grace, in the remission of sin: (Rom. iii. 
25.) to condemn sin in the ‘lesh, or in the 
nature that sinned : (Rom. vii. 3.) and to 
obtain eternal redemption for us. (Heb. ix. 
} poet 

divine government be secured by any sacri- 
fice less than His who, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himself without spot to God ? 
(Heb. ix. 14.) And here God declares, 
that no man can redeem his brother : and 
that it is not possible that the blood of bulls 
and of goats should take away sins. In these 
burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin God 
had no pleasure: because it was not possi- 
ble for such sacrifices to atone for sin and 
save sinners; (Heb. x. 4—¥.) therefore he 
sent his Son, who could deliver, and give 


ei 
sell. 


Can these all-important ends in the 


eternal life to those whom he redeemed with 
his precious bl vd. “The blood of the 
Lord.” (1 Cor. XI. 27.) ‘+The blo rd of 
God our Saviour.” (Acts xx. 28.) So God 
1s become our SALVATION, 
IV. THE AUTHOR OF GRACE, 

Jesus Christ is the Author and giver of 

all grace and glory—He gives the grace ot 
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life to dead souls. ‘ As the Father raiseth 
up the dead and quickeneth them, even so 
the Son quickeneth whom he will. ‘The 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God, 
and they that hear shall live.” (John v. 

) The grace of Faith. “He is 
the Author and finisher of our faith.’ 
(Heb. xii. 2.) And to him believers cry, 
“Lord, increase our faith.” (Luke xvii. 
5.) ‘The grace of Repentance. “He 
giveth repentance to Israel, and forgiveness 
of sins.” (Acts v. 31.) The grace of 
Pardon and lorgiveness. “ In whom we 
have redemption through his blood, the for- 
giveness of sins, according to the riches of 
his grace.” (Eph. i. 7.) “If the Son 
therefore shall make you free, ye shall be 
free indeed.” (John viii. 36.) The grace of 
Sanctification. He sanctifieth, cleanseth, 
washeth, and purifieth his church. (See 
Heb. li. 11. Eph. v. 26. Tit. ii. 14. Heb, 
xiii. 12.) The grace of Justification. 
** By hum all that believe are justified from 
all things.” (Acts xiii. 39.) The grace of 
Adoption.” As many as received him, to 
them gave he power to become the sons of 
God.” (John i. 12.) All grace to serve 
God. “I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me, (Phil. iv. 13.) 
The grace of Peace and Comfort. ‘ My 
peace I give unto you, not as the world 
giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
(John xiv. 27.) Grace enough for all the 
exigencies of a Christian. ** My grace is 
suilicient for thee.” (2Cor. xii. 9.) The 


21, 25.) 
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. grace of kternal Life. “I give unto them 


eternal life, and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any pluck them out of my 
hand.” (John x. 28.) And Jesus bestows 
the Crown of life above. “ Be thou faith- 
ful unto death, and I will give theé a crown 
of life.” (Rev. ii. 10.) ‘The apostles ge- 
nerally began their epistles with praying to 
this elfect, ‘* Grace be with you, mercy and 
peace from God the Father, and from the 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, 
in truth and love.” (John). And generally 
conclude the epistles with praying, ‘ That 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ may be 
with all the churches.” 

We all know that the Lord Jehovah 
alone can give grace and glory. No being 
in existence has one particle of any grace to 
give to another, but the self-existent God. 
\t is he that supplieth all our need according 
to his riches in glory. Faith and every 
other grace is the giftof God. He is the 
God of all grace ; and eternal life is his gift. 

Notc—Here mark, that none but God, 
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the self-existent source of grace, can give 
any grace to sinners: but who does not see 
that Jesus Christ giveth all grace and glory 
too, unto all the saints? And if Jesus 
giveth grace, he must give of his own, and 
cannot give us of the grace of another. It 
is his own that he gives. ‘* My grace is 
sufficient for thee.’? He does not say, the 
grace [ bring down from another: no, but 
but my own grace. It is according to the 
riches of HIS grace we have forgiveness of 
sins. It was for kis grace the apostles pray- 
ed. It follows, that if the Lord Jesus Christ 
has grace to bestow on sinners, he must be 
the God of all grace : for who but God alone 
can address a sinner in this style, ‘* My 
grace 1s sufficient for thee ?? And dare a 
sinner pray for any but the grace of God? 
The apostles prayed for the grace of JESUS 
CHRIST. Then, either he is God indeed, 
or they were under strong delusions, and 
believed a lie. 

They must have the grossest notion of grace 
who plead that God has deposited his grace 
in the hands of an agent who is not God by 
nature, to be communicated by him to the 
children of men. Such asentiment is the es- 
sence of absurdity. Yet they must maintain 
it till the Godhead of Jesus is acknowledged ; 
for they cannot deny that Christ bestows 
grace on sinners: and they say itis the grace 
of another. All they prove by such doctrine, 
is no more than this, that they borrow their 
ideas of it from human transactions. Yet 
even from nature they may borrow argu- 
ments sufficiently strong to prove the fallacy 
of their own theory. Let them try to fill a ves- 
sel with the light of the Sun in the firma- 
ment, and so convey this light into a dark 
cell. No, it cannot be done. As long as 
the Sun gives light to the earth it must be 
from its own body. We cannot receive grace 
from any but from God himself. We receive 
grace from Christ. ‘The consequence is clear 
and irresistible; Christ is God, ** In whom 
are hid all the treasuresof wisdom and know- 
ledge. And this I say, lest any man should 
beguile you with enticing words: Beware 
lest any man spoil you through philosophy and 
vain deceit, after the traditions of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ: for in him dwelleth all the fullness 
of the Godhead bodily.” (Col. ii. 3, 4, 
8, 9.) 


Vv. MARRIAOE, 


“‘ T have espoused you to ONE husband, 
that I may present you as a chaste virgin to 
Christ: (2 Cor. xi. 2.) He that hath the bride 
is the bridegroom.’? (Jolin iii. 29.) Christ 


is the bridegroom, and the church is * the 
bride, the Lamb’s wife.” (Rev. xxi, 9. 
The church has but ONE husband, and that 
is Christ. 

Hear what Jehovah saith to the church, 
“ T will betroth thee unto Me forever ; yea 
I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, 
and in judgment, and in lovirg-kindness, 
andin mercies. 1 will betro*!. thee unto me 
in faithfulness.” (Hos. ii, 19, 20.) And 
the church is thus addressed: ‘* Thy Maker 
is thy husband, the Lord of Hosts is his 
name, and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel, the God of the whole earth shall he 
be called.” (Is. liv. 5.) 

Vote—Now observe, that the Scripture 
plainly and positively asserts that Christ is 
the ONE, and the only husband of the 
church. It necessarily follows, that he must 
be the MAKER of it, the LORD of 
HOSTS, the REDEEMER, the HOLY 
ONE of Israel, and GOD of the whole 
earth. To deny this will be impossible, 
when the above Scriptures are compared, 
and allowed to be the word of God. 


VI. SENDING THE HOLY GHOST. 


All must acknowledge that Jesus Christ 
doth send the Holy Ghost down from heaven 
into the church on earth. He promised this 
before he came in the flesh. “I will pour 
upon the house of David, and upon the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace 
and of supplications, and they shalllook upon 
me whom they have pierced.” (Zec. Xii, 
10.) This very text is applied to Christ. 
The Scripture saith, ‘ They shall look on 
him whom they have pierced.” (John xix. 
37.) Joln, the forerunner of Christ, saith, 
** He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost 
and with fire.” (Matt. ii. 11.) And Jesus 
saith, “If I go not away, the Comforter 
will not come unto you; but if I depart, I 
will send him unto you.” (John xvi. 7.) 
“When the comforter is come, whom [ 
WILL SEND unto you from the Father, 
even the spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, he shall testify of me.” 
(John xv. 26.) These promises he re- 
markably fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. 
When they were ail filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and began to speak with other 
tongues, as the spirit gave them utterance : 
some mocked, and said they were full of 
new wine. Peter stood up, and _ said, 
“These are not drunken as ye suppose ; 
but this is that which is spoken by ihe pro- 
phet Joel, ‘and it shall come to pass in the 
last days, saith GOD, I will pour out my 
spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
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daughters shall prophesy.’”? Were Joel 
saith, (ch. ii. 27, 28.) that God himself 
would pour the Spirit on that day. Peter 
asserts that God had fulfilled his promise : 
And yet mark, he tells them plainly, Jesus 

‘hath shed forth this which ye now see and 
hear.” ‘Then, Jesus is the God that spoke 
by the prophet Joel ( Read Acts ii.) 

“We often read that the Holy Ghost is the 
promise of the Father, aud that he himself 
would pour him on the children of his grace. 
And yet we find that he is poured by the 
Son; and here we have a proof of what 
Christ declares, “1 and my Father are 
ONE.” (John x. 30.) 

Note—“* The Holy Ghost is the Spirit 
of God.” ( Mat. lil. 16.) “* He qs the Spirit 
of Christ.” (1 Pet.i. 11.) He is sent 
down by the Father. He is sent down by 
the Son. The Father sends him in the 
name of Christ: * The Comforter, which 
is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send ia my name.” (John xiv. 26.) 
Christ sends him in the name of the Father. 

John xv. 26.) In all this we have infalli- 
ble proofs that the nature and power of the 
Father and the Son are the very same: 
and that the Son is honoured by the Father 
in the same manner as the Father 1s ho- 
noured by the Son. And when the Holy 
Ghost is said to be sent, it does not imply 
wn inferiority of nature or of office ; but only 
shows his province in the work of man’s 
salvation. So * the Godhead of the Father, 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all 
Oae, the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal 


CHAPTER V. 

The Duties we owe to Christ are such as 
cau never be due to any but the true and 
eternal God. 

I. BAPTISM. 

Jesus Christ has commissioned his minis- 
ters to go and baptize all nations in the name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. (Mat. XXVIIL. 19.) By this 
form of admission into the visible church of 
God, we are devoted, equally to each person 
iu the eternal Trinity ; which implies at 
once their equality and essence, and that 
they are equally the source of grace and 
salvation to us. ‘This mode of admission 
proves also, that we are bound to act to- 
wards the Son and Holy Ghost in the very 
same manner as towards the Father. To 
believe in, to love and fear, to serve and 
adore the three Divine Persons in the one 
eternal Jehovah, without any difference ; for 
we are equally dependent upon Father, 
mon, and Holy Ghost, for grace and salva- 

V ob. 1x. 





tian. Baptism is the seal of the three per- 
sons, Which the God of salvation has afhxed 
tu the covenant of grace, to assure us of his 
truth and faithfulness in all the great pro- 
iises which are made unto us, of grace and 
glory. From hence it is evideut, that we 
are to look equally to Father, Son, and 
Hloly Ghost, for the performance of these 
exceeding great and precious promises. 
.Vete—We are to make no distinction 
where God has made none. He always 
makes a difference where there is any 3 
more especially between himself and the 
works cf his hands. He never sets his 
creatures upon an equality «with himself. 
The Son and Holy Ghost are here made the 
}ather’s equals. Created beings can never 
be set on alevel with himself; the Son and 
Spirit are here on a level with the Father: 
** Baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” 


Il. FAITH. 


We are to believe 7x God, and in none 
else. We are to believe his testimony in 
the mouth of his messengers ; but we are 
not to believe tn ihem, be they men or 
angels: God alone is the object of faith, It 
is not necessary here to give a definition of 
faith ; whatever it be, it is necessary to 
salvation: ‘* He that believeth shall be 
saved, and he that believeth not shall be 
damned.”? This faith is to be placed in 
God alone ; and it is not lawful nor possible 
to believe ia any but God alone in order to 
salvation. 

We must have this faith in our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. ‘To quote Scrip- 
tures in proof of this is unnecessary ; for 
you may find scores of texts in the Gospel 
by St. John alone, proving the point. e 
are to believe in Christ in the same manner 
as in the eternal Father: Jesus saith, ** Ye 
believe in God, believe also m me.” (John 
xiv. 1.) Here no kind of distinction is 
made: Believe equally in both. And b 
believing in the Son, we do believe in the 
lather. ‘*Jesus cried and said, He that 
believeth on me, believeth not on me (on- 
ly,) but on him that sent me: And he that 
seeth me, seeth him that sent me.” (John 
xii. 44, 45.) It is necessary to salvation 
to believe in Christ: * Whosoever be- 
lieveth in him shall not perish, but have 
eternal life.” (John in. 15, 16.) The 
jailor asked, ‘* What must I do to be 
saved 7” the answer was, “ Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that shalt be saved.”? 
(Acts xvi. 30, 31.) This is called believ- 
ing in God, (v. 34.) To be without faith 
in Christ is te be lost forever ; “He t 
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crying together unto him, “ Lord, increase 
our faith:’? (Luke xvii. 5.) And it should 
be particularly noticed, that they begin al- 
most every epistle with praying, that the 
churches might receive grace and peace 
from God the Father, and from our Lord 
Jesus Christ And they closed almost every 
epistle with praying that the grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ might be with the per- 
sons or churches they were addressing, 
And the Bible is closed with praying for the 
grace of Christ. 

And indeed, all Christians, in the days 
of the apostles, were distinguished from all 
others by this very thing: ** Whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord Jesus, 
sall be saved.” (Rom. x. 13.) The 
enemies of Christ observed how Christians 
prayed: ‘* And the chief priests gave au- 
thority to bind all that called on the name 
of Jesus ” (Actsix. 14.) The first epistle to 
the Corinthians is addressed to them, ** And 
to all, that in every placecalled on the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, (1 Cor. i. 2.) 

Prayer was made unto Christ in the very 
same manner as unto God the Father; and 
they are often joined in the same petition : 
Which you may observe not only at the in- 
troduction of the epistles, but elsewhere : 
* Now God himself and our Father, and 
our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto 
you.’ (1 Thess. iii. 11.) And, at times, 
Christ is named first: ** Now our Lord Je- 
sus Christ himself, and God, even our 
father, which hath loved us, and hath given 
us everlasting consolation, and good hope 
through grace, comfort your hearts, and es- 
tablish you in every good word and work.” 
(2 Thess. ii 16,17.) 

“Vote—lIs it lawful to pray to any being 
but God alone for grace and peace, merey 
and eternal life? Should any presume to 
answer in the aflirmative, they are gone 
farther than Deists from Christianity. It 
las been sutliciently proved, that prayers 
were made unto Christ by the inspired 
apostles, and the general church in their 
day. Then one of these three things must 
be maintained—Either that Jesus Christ is 
the true God—Or that the apostles and 
churches offended God grieviously in pray- 
ing to Christ—or else, that it is lawful to 
pray for grace to created beings: Christ 
can be no more, if he is not God by nature. 


1V. SERVICE, 


We are to serve nane but God alone, as 
our master in spiritual and eternal things : 
** Him only shalt thou serve.” (Matt. iv. 
1c.) The great sin of Heathen nations is, 
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that they serve other lords and masters, 
which by nature are no gods. (Gal. iv. 8.) 
And the Lord Jehovah complains of Israel, 
« Ye have forsaken me, and served strange 
gods.” (Jer. 4.) * No man can serve 
two masters.” (Matt. vi. 24.) Here we 
see, that God alone is to be served as ovr 
Lord and Master in divine things. 

Christ is our Lord and Master in ¢ivine 
things: He saith to his disciples. « Y 
call me Master and Lord, and ye say well : 
for SOT AM.” (John xii. 13.) He is 
our only Master: “ONE is your Master, 
EVEN Christ.” (Matt. xxii. 10. le 
is more than man ; for we are commanded 
to call no man father, (or Master.) Our 
hearts must obey Christ: “ Bringing into 
captivity every thought to the obedience of 
Christ.” (2 Cor. x. 5.) The whole world 
must obey him: * Yea, all things shall fall 
down before him: all nations shall serve 
him: He shall have dominion also from sea 
to sea.”” (Ps. Ixxit. 8, 11.) It is necessary 
to salvation to obey him. ‘* He is become 
the author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey him.” (Heb. v. 9.) 
greal promises to those who serve him. 
“Tf any man serve me, let him follow me; 
and where I am, there shall my servant | 
if any man serve me, him will my fk 
honour.” (John xii. 36.) TT! 
gloried in styling themselves the servants 
of Christ, as vou may 
of their epistles. And adi Christians on 
earth are thus addresse: 1, ‘Ve serve the 
Lord Christ.” (Col, ii. 24.) “And he 
that serveth Christ is acceptable to God.” 
(Rom. xiv. 18.) 

Note—Ali the men of grace are the ser- 
vants of God and the servants of Christ ; 
and yet they have not two masters. ** But 
ONE is your Master, even Christ.” [f Je- 
sus then be your one Lord and Master, you 
cannot lawfully serve another: ye must 
serve God. “ And HIM ONLY shalt thou 
serve. Ye must serve Christ: ** One js 
your Master, even Christ. ”’ Ye see, breth- 
ren, Christ alone is your Master; and God 
alone shall you serve. You must serve 
your Master. Now, who is he? God alone: 
And yet you have no Master but Christ. 
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V. WORSHIP. 


Divine worship or adoration is due to Gud 
alone. To worship any other is idolatry. Let 
a created being be eversohighly exalted, he 
never can be an object of worship. When 
John was going to worship the angel, he said 
to John, ** See thou do it not: [ am thy fel- 
low servant, and of thy brethren, that have 
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the testimony of Jesus: worship God.” 
(Rev. xix. 10.) And to worship any but 
God is robbing himofthe honour and glory 
‘hich he will not give to another. It is 
in of Heathens, to worship 
‘e see that none is to be wor- 
he one true God: “ Him only 

ship? (Mat. iv. 10 ) 
s Christ by divine an- 
; ordained, ** that at the 
knee shall bow, in earth 
10.) It is of Christ 
3, Where he saith to 
Lord, and worship 
xiv. ll.) Christ was 
by the wise men, 
ting and working mira- 
r came and worshipped 
Is.) When the company 
th him saw that the winds and 
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33.) When a blind man 
nd was told that he who 
God, and was 
his, he answered, 
_ and he worshipped him.” 
‘Those who found him after 
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* And letall the angels of God worship him” 
(Heb. i. 6.) And as the angels worshipped 
him when on earth, they still continue to 
worship him in his kingdom above. ‘ And 
1 beheld, and I heard the voice of many an- 
gels round about the throne, an! the living 
creatures, and the elders, and the number 
of them was ten thousand times ten thous- 
and, and thousands of thousands ; sayin 
with a loud voice, worthy is the Lam! that 
was slain, to recieve power, an lriches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, 
and blessing. And every creature whieh is 
in heaven, and on the earth, and under 
the earth, and such as are in the sea, and 
all that is in them, heard I, saying, blessing, 
and honour, and glory, and power, be unto 
him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever; (Rev. v. 11 
—13.) So all the hosts above are worship- 
ping Jesus forever in heaven. 
Note.—Respect and obeisance are due to 
some creatures; but spiritnal worship is God's 
exclusive right. ‘* Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and him enly shalt thou 
serve,” or worship. This isan honour which 
he will not give to another; but never forget 
that we on earth are commanded to honour 
the Son, even as we honour the Father. 
And they in heaven, both saints and an- 
gels, do thesame. They render exactly the 
same honour to HIM who sitteth upon the 
throne, and tothe LAMB forever and ever, 


A GENERAL VIEW. 


We have seen of Jesus—That his. Vine is 
Jehovah: the Lord of Hosts: the Lord God: 
the Lord of Glory : The Lord of all: Ile 
is the true God: the great God: and Gol 
over all; the first and the Last: the self- 
existant [| AM.—We have seen that all the 
Attributes and incommunicable perfections of 
«Jehovah belong to Christ. He is Eternal: 
Immutable: Omnipresent: Omniscient: 
Omnipotent. We have seen that the works 
which can be done by none but Jehovah him- 
self, are done by Christ. He created al! 
worlds ; upholdeth all things by the word of 
his power: governs the wiole universe, 
and provides for all creation: the power of 
his voice will call forth all the millions of 
the dead at the general resurrection: He 
will judge them all in the great day. Al- 
though the company before his awfu! tribu- 
nal will be innumerable as the sand upon the 
sea shore; yet will he perfectly recollect all 
their actions, words, and thoughts, from 
the birth of creation to the end of time: too 
much for man; but easy to Christ. He 
is also lo his church what none but God 












ean be. He hath chosen his people before 
the world was. the church is his own pro. 
perty : he redeemed a lost world : he is the 
source of all erace and eternal salvation to 
his peor 'e: and itis he that sends the Holy 
Ghost down to prepare the church for glory, 
which he presents unto himself at last, and 
cives her the kingdom.—And we are to 
act towards Christ exactly in the same 
manner as we are toact towards God the 
Pather: to be baptized in his name: to be- 
lieve in him: to pray upto him; and to 
serve and worship him, even as we serve 
and worship the Father. These are the 
things which irresistibly prove the Godhead 
What stronger proofs than 
these have we of the existence of Jehovah ? 


ADDITIONAL PROOFS. 


= 


of Immanuel. 


aed : ; . 
I. * TO whom will ye /iken me, or shall 


I be equal? saith the Holy One.” (Isa. 
x1, 25.) ‘* Who in the heaven can be com- 
pared unto the Lerd ; who among the sons 
of the michty ean he likened unto the 
Lord?” (Ps. Ixxxix. 6.) Here God 


sheweth that be hath no equal ; and that 
mpered vnto him—Jesus 


none can be « | 


ness of the Father’s glory, and the express 
j lis person,” (Heb. i. 3.) © The 
image of the invisible God.” (ol. i. 15 
Christ claims this ¢ i! Vity with God 9 “Who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not 
robbery to be EQUAL with God,” 
This was the very charce 
the Jews brought against him, and for ths 
they sought to kill him, *“*because he made 
himself egual with God.” (John vy. 18.) 
Jesus was so far from denying th’s, that 
he immediately confirmed it by shewine 
that he cid all that the Faher did. Read 
the chapter through. And as Christ claims 
this equality with the Father, so the Father 
owns the equi lity, and saith of Jesus, * the 
man that is my FELLOW, saith the Lord 
of Hfosts 3” (Zech. xiii. 8.) And he com. 
mands all in heaven and earth to honour 
him as his equal 

) | in cle Baptiss, 
“Behold, I will send MY messenger, 
and he shall prepare the way t efore ME.” 
(Mal iit. 1. John was the forerunner 
of Christ alone, and Jesis qictes the above 
assage as spoken to himself hy the Father. 
‘Behold, I send my messenger before 
THY face, which shall prepare THY way 
before THEE. (Matt. xi. 10.) How 
can God speak this of himss if and of 
Christ, if God and Christ are not one? 


Again, John is addressed thus, And thou, 
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child, shalt be called the Prophet of the 
HIGHEST, for thou shalt go before the 
face of the LORD, to prepare his ways. 

And many of the children of Israel shall he 
turn to the Lord their God, and he shall 
go before HIM.” (Luke i. 16,1 7, 76.) 
Mark, that John goes before the face of the 
LORD, the HIGHEST,the LORD GOD 
of the children of Israel; ** before ME,” 
saith Jehovah, his work was to turn the peo- 
ple to the LORD their GOD. Who ean fail 
to observe here, that John was the forerun- 
ner of Christ alone, and none else is said 
to come after him. It was the way of Christ 
he prepared ; and to Christ he turned the 
people 5 crying, ‘* Behold the Lamb. He 
must increase, “and I must decrease. It ne- 
cessarily follows, that Jesus must be the 
LORD, the HIGHEST, the LORD GOD 
of the children of Israel. 

If. It was ngeviat Jehovah that Israel 
murmured and rebelled in the wilderness. 
“‘ The peop le spake against God : and the 
Lord sent fie TY ser] ents among the people.” 
(Num. xxi. ! 5, 6.) David saith expressly, 
“ That it was the Most High God they 
tempt ted.”? (Ps. lvi.) It was Christ they 
te! npted. ‘“‘ Neither let us te mpt ag a, 
as some of them alsote my ited, and were des- 
troyed of serpents.” a) Cor. x. 9.) It is 
the same rebellion that is spoken of in these 
three texts ; and when they are fairly com- 
pared together, we have a very clear and 
irresistible proof that Jesus Christ is the 
Most High God. 

IV. Jehovah saith “I am the Lord, 
that is my name, and my glory will I nat 
give unto another.”? (Isa. xlii. 8.) No honour 
is due to the pelt Father more than to 
hisown eternal Son: ** And he that honour- 
eth not the Son so, honoureth not the I'a- 
ther.” (John v. 2: } ) By robbing the Son of 
his glory, you rob the Father also. Then it 
follow s, that if Jesus is not God, Jehovah the 
Father gives his glory to another, that is not 
God ; for he commands that all the honour that 
is given to himself shonld be given to Christ. 

V. The common name of Jesus Christ 
in Scripture, is THE SON OF GOD. 
Saints and pt are sons of God by 
creation and adoption. In order to dis- 
tinguish the sonship of Christ from these, 
and toshew that he is a Son in a far higher 
sense, he is often called “THE Son of God ”’ 
‘**The Son OF the Father.”? (2 John, 3.) 
His OWN Son.” ” (Rom. vill. 3.) “ His BE- 


LOVED Son.” (Matt xvii. 5.) “ His 
ONLY oo. Son.”? **And unto which 
of the angels said he at any time, thou art 


my son, this day have | begotten thee 
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(Heb. i. 5.) If such terms donot declare 
the Father and the Son to be of the same 
nature, they have no meaning: and they 
cannot possibly be understood inany other 
sense: for it must imply something higher 
than adoption or creation. And if yon go 

higher, where can you stop shout of Godhead? 
And how can God be an eternal Father 
without an eternal Son of the same nature 
with himself? How one is a Father and the 
other a Son in the self-existant Godhead, 
cannot possibly be comprehended, until vain 
man can find out God to perfection. It is 
enough for a believer, that the Scriptures of 
truth declare that there are Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost in the one Jehovah: 
** Three persons and one God.” (1 John v, 
7.) Jesus confessed publicly that he was 
the Son of God. The Jews instantly char- 
ged him with blasphemy: because he said 
that God was his Father, making himself 
equal with God. (John vy. 18.) They un- 
derstood readily, that Jesus professed him- 
self of the same essence with the Father: 
and by his answer it is evident that he 
wished them to understand him in that sense. 
(See Mark xiv. 61, 62.) 

VI. We are told plainly , that it is in the 
living God alone we are to put our trust. 
(1 Tim. vi. 17.) And, “ Blessed is the 
the man that trusteth in the Lord, and 
whose hope the Lord is.” ‘* Cursed be the 
man that ¢rusteth in man, and maketh flesh 
his arm, ani | whose heart departeth from the 


Lord.” (Jer. vii. 5,7.) But mark ** Bles- 
sed are all they ge put their trust in the 
Sod of God.” (Ps. i. 12 -) “And in him 


shall the Gentiles cas - (Rom. xv. 12. 
All believers trust in Christ, and desire to 
be found in him, not having their own 
righteousness: for they know that there is 
no other name given, whereby we can be 
saved, but Jesus Christ. If he is no more 
than man, they who trust in him are under 
the curse. 

VII. St. Paul saith, “TI certify you, my 
brethren, that the Gospel which was preach- 
ed of me, is not after man; for I never re- 
ceived it of MAN; neither was I taught 
it but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
(Gal i. 11, 12.) Here Paul saith, that he 
received the Gospel not from MAN; but 
from CHRIST; and he calls the glorious 
Gospel of the blessed God, the Gospel of 
Christ: not as the publisher only, but as the 
author of it. 

VIII. To forgive sins is one of the pre- 
rogatives of the most high God. ‘I, even 
I, am HE, that blotteth out thy transgres- 
sions for my own sake, and will no more 
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remember thy sins.” (Isa. xliii. 26.) He 
does not say, I am One that forgiveth sins : 
but lam HE; the only one. And I for- 
give for mine own sake; and not for the 
sake of another. ‘* Who can forgive sins 
but God alone?” (Luke v. 21.) It is in- 
deed nothing short of blasphemy for any one 
else in earth or heaven to pretend to do it. 
We all know that Jesus Christ, the Son of 
Man is also the Son of God, had power on 
earth to forgive sins. The Jews persecuted 
him for saying so: but he confirmed his as- 
sertion by a miracle And what did Jesus 
assert? that he had commission to proclaim 
forgiveness? No; but that he had power 
to forgive. Such a power can never exist 
any where but in God alone. And they 
must have the grossest idea of the grace that 
forgiveth sins, who think otherwise. Power 
to forgive sins against God, can never be 
transferred from God to another; except 
God’s attributes of justice and mercy are 
also transferred to another. What is divine 
forgiveness, but God turmng his anger 
away, and letting his grace flow down 
to the sinner ? How can one be commis- 
sioned to do this for God? Can you com- 
mission a brother to feel these dispositions 
towards one that has sinned against you? 
Do you forgive the man by commission? No 
more does God: he forgives himself. Yet, 
mark, it is Christ that forgiveth all trespasses. 
He hath power to forgive sins: not only to 
proclaim forgiveness ; but to forgive.—And 
this he does for his own name’s sake. And 
this is the Christian’s only plea, Lord Jesus, 
pardon for thine own sake. God declares, 
that it is for Jehovah’s own sake that sins 
are forgiven: and yet, that it is for Christ’s 
sake that this is done, and that there is no 
name but Jesus whereby we can be saved: 
then Jesus is Jehovah: and indeed this is 
clear; for Jesus does pardon sin, and for- 
giveth whom he will.” Yet none can for- 
give sins but God alone. 

1X. When Miracles were wrought by 
any created beings; it was always by a 
power they derived, and not by any in 
themselves. Christ wrought all his mira- 
cles by his own power. He gave the word 
of command, and all things obeyed his voice. 
He said to the stormy sea, “ Peace, be 
still:” and all was calm. He only said, 
‘Lazarus, come forth:’’ to another dead 
body, ** Young man, [ say unto thee, 
arise:” The dead came to life. At his 


word, devils came out of those they pos- 
sessed: diseases fled: limbs and faculties 
were restored. He did not work these mi- 
racles in the name of another, nor did he 
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ask for help; for he had all power in him- 
self. When the Jews questioned this, he 
instantly gave a proof of it, and said to the 
sick of the palsy, ‘*‘ Take up thy bed, and 
go to thine house.”—As the miracles of 
Christ were produced by his own power, 
they declared his eternal Godhead.” This 
beginning of miracles did * Jesus in Cana 
of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory.” 
(John ii. 11.) 

It was Jesus Christ that gave commission 
and power to the apostles to work mira- 
cles. ‘“ Behold I, (Jesus,) give unto you 
power to tread on serpents, and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy.” 
(Mark xvi. 17.) They proclaimed, that 
they did not work any miracles by their 
own power; but by power derived from 
Christ. ‘ Why look ye so earnestly at us, 
as though by our own power or holiness we 
had made this man to walk?” (Acts ii. 12.) 
‘Be it known unto you all, that by the 
name of Jesus Christ, doth this man stand 
here before you whole.’? (Acts iv. 10.) 
They cried unto Christ fer power, and 
wrought their miracles in his name. ‘In 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise 
up and walk.’; (Acts in. 6.) And they 
gave him all the glory. Peter said unto 
Eneas, “ Jesus Christ maketh thee whole.” 
Ananias said, ‘* Brother Saul, the Lord Je- 
sus hath sent me that thou mayest receive 
thy sight.” (Acts xvii. 34.) Thus they 
wrought miracles for the glory of Christ by 
the power he had given them. But the 
miracles of Jesus were wrought by his own 
power, in his own name, and for the mani- 
festation of his own glory. 

X. Jesus Christ had existence before his 
incarnation, as the Scriptures of God abun- 
dantly testify. A few passages shall serve 
by way of proof.—John the Baptist was 
born before Christ; yet John saith of him, 
“He was before me.’? Christ saith of 
himself, * Before Abraham was, I am.” 
Not I was; but 1 AM. A mode of speak- 
ing which none but the self-existent God 
can use. They tempted Christ in the wil- 
derness—‘* The Spirit of Christ was in the 
wrophets under the Old Testament.” (1 
Pet i. 11.)—‘t He was before all things.” 
(Col. i. 17.) ‘*He had glory with the Fa- 
ther before the world was.” (John. xvii. 5.) 

If Jesus had no extence before his incar- 
nation, how can the Scriptures be true which 
assert-—‘‘ That he who was rick became 
poor.”—** That he came from above.”— 
“Came down from heaven.””—* Came forth 
from the Father, and came into the world.” 
—And that he was “the Lord from heaven.” 
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_««That he took part of flesh and blood.” 
__«« and took on him the seed of Abraham :” 
with many more to the same purpose ? 

Here let me propose a few questions. 1. 
How could Israel sin against one that was 
not in being ? and how could the Spirit of 
Christ speak in the prophets, if he himself 
had no existence ?>—2. Was Christ rich in 
this world? If not, it must be before he 
came into it—3. How can it be said of 
Christ, that Ae took our nature, if he had 
no other nature before to take it to ?—4. If 
Jesus did exist before he took our nature : 
before Abraham: and before the world: 
pray, what was he then, if not the self-ex- 
istent God? 

XI. We read often of one that was called 
the Angel of the Covenant, who appeared 
unto several of the fathers under the Old 
Testament, and talked with them. He 
conversed familiarly with Abraham ; he met 
Jacob at Bethel, wrestled with him, and 
blessed him; he conversed with Moses 
from the burning bush; he gave the law on 
Sinai, and travelled with Israel through the 
wilderness. 

Now who was this Angel? He was not 
acreated being; buta Divine Person. Ja- 
cob saith, ** The Angel of God spake unto 
me, saying, Jacob, &c. I am the God of 
Bethel, where thou anointedst the pillar, 
and where thou vowed a vow unto ME.” 
(Gen, xxxi. 11,13.) He that appeared 
unto Jacob at Bethel, saith of himself, I 
am God Almighty.” (See Gen. xxxv. 1, 
7,11.) And we read that Jacob had power 
over the Angel, and prevailed; he wept 
and made supplication unto HIM, (the 
Angel,) he found him in Bethel, even the 
LORD GOD of HOSTS.” (Hos. xii. 4, 
5.) Who does not see at once that this 
Angel was a Divine Person? For when he 
spake to Moses out of the burning bush, he 
said, “1 am the God of thy father, the God 
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob.” (Exod. iii, 6.) And Jacob 
prayeth thus, ** The Angel which redeemed 
me from all evil, bless the lads.” (Gen. 
xlviil. 16.) 

It is well known to all, that God the 
Father is never on any occasion whatever, 
called the Angel of God, or the angel of 
the covenant. Yet the angel that conversed 
with Moses, Jacob, and others, declares him- 
self to be the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob. Then who is this Angel? Malachi 
solves the difficulty at once, where he saith, 
“The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly 
come to his temple, even the Angel or mes- 
senger of the covenant.” (Mal. ii. 1.) It 
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was Jesus Christ, and none else, that came 
to the temple of Israel. Then Christ is the 
Angel that appeared unto Moses and the 
Patriarchs. And this Angel is the God of 
Abraham. That this Angel was God, is 
too clear for us to question it: that he was 
not the person of the eternal Father, is 
equally certain: for he is never called the 
Angel of God. 

As we view the personal dignity and 
glory of the Redeemer, so will be our ez- 
pectations from him. We have nothing to 
look for but out of his fulness; for he is the 
author of eternal salvation unto all them that 
obey him. Our expectations must depend 
upon the views we have of the treasures of 
grace in Christ. If we see in him nothing 
more than the fulness of an exalted man, our 
expectations must be low; for what is the 
fulness of man, for all the millions that look 
for salvation? But if we see that in Jesus 
all fulness dwells, even the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily, then will our expectations 
be great indeed; and they will for ever 
rise and swell as we gaze on the unsearcha- 
ble riches of his grace.—May we all be 
taught of God to know who Jesus Christ is ; 
to know that he is the Lord Jehovah, be- 
sides whom there is no Saviour. Then we, 
with Paul, shall count all things but loss for 
the excellency of the knowledge of Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 


—-—— 
MEMOIRS OF MRS. CAMPBELL. 
(Continued from page 203.) 


May 14th, 1691: I contracted a violent 
colic in my stomach, a little before I went to 
bed, which represented death to my view ; 
but by smoking and chewing tobacco and 
vomiting, it pleased the Lord that the vio- 
lence thereof was abated. It continued till 
near 4 o’clock in the morning. As my 
bodily distemper grew lighter 1 got comfort 
in my spirit by believing the love of God in 
Christ to my soul. Being persuaded that 
however sore my troubles were yet they 
would not be of long continuance, and that 
they were but momentary in respect of that 
glory that shall be eternal. My husband’s 
tender affection and care of me in all my 
bodily distresses was one of the greatest 
mercies the Lord had bestowed on me. I 
found much matter of praise and thanksgiv- 
ing, so that I blessed the Lord for sending 
afflictions because I found that this was the 
way to make me prize my mercies and 
praise him who is the giver. My body 
was mucn weakened by my late distemper, 
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so that this confirmed me in the thoughts 
which I had often entertained, that my time 
in this world would be but short. After 
rising from prayer | found it matter of praise 
that neither my spots nor my afflictions dif- 
ferenced me from the people of God. | 
found the Lord chastising me as a father 
does his child in whom he delighteth, as he 
was giving evidences of his love to me in all 


my afflictions, I was finding the spirit of 


sons in me, like children whose hearts will 

not be alienated from their parents nor go 

away because they are corrected, but other- 

wise that it is often the season wherein their 

love, obedience and subjection do most ap- 
ear. 

That which I supposed to be the seconda- 
ry cause of my bodily distemper was a bur- 
den on my spirit, which I had for the space 
of two weeks before; under which, 1 not 
getting ease, but had much secret grief be- 
fore the Lord. On that day my body be- 
ing broken with much secret mourning, the 
Lord sent that word to me, “ Be not righ- 
teous over much, for why wilt thou destroy 
thyself?” I meeting with this in prayer, 
and not having any forethought of it, I 
looked unto the Lord to make me under- 
stand what he was speaking untome. And 
what I saw in it with respect to me, was, 
that though it was righteous in me to be 
concerned, yet that excess was forbidden 
which would destroy my body. At another 
time I met with that word, **It is vain for 
you to sit'up late and rise up early and to 
eat the bread of sorrow.” After which my 
jndgment was convinced that I was not in 
the right. Yet I was meeting with daily 
temptations, which was overcoming me in 
that matter, till that night in which | took 
the colic. Next day | reflected on what 
had been the exercise of my mind the two 
weeks before, and I found in my body what 
holds true in other things, that it is easier to 
pull down than to build up. Next Lord’s 
day, being the 17th of May, | was not well 
in my body ; some pains of the colic remain- 
ed with me, and my old burden began to 
recur upon me. I saw no way to remove 
my grief but by getting the cause of it re- 
moved and my desire granted me. Then the 
Lord, who sees further than man, discovered 
to me where my break lay, and it was in 
want of submission. Rachel like, “ give 
me children else I die.”? Jonah like, “I 
do well to be angry even unto death.” 
After this I saw the Lord calling me unto 
a holy submission to whatever was his will, 
though it should be to deny me what in this 
world J most desired, and what cost me 
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prayer and tears. I found it very hard for 
me to submit, though I knew it was my 
duty, and that which would ease me of my 
burden. I] saw that my trouble in several 
respects resembled what my soul trouble 
was the year before. 1 got peace in my 
soul by believing ; and the resemblace lay 
especially in finding a difficulty in believing 
till irresistible power enable. And I also 
perceived that the submission J was called 
to have, resembled that submission which the 
Spirit of God works in souls before their 
closing with Christ, which I apprehend to 
be one of the difficult steps of humiliation. 
That is not a comfortable submission, but a 
quiet, silent submission, in having a heart 
quarreling against the Lord done away, so 
as not to have a secret grudging as if he 
were cruel or unjust though it should be 
damned for ever. Not a submission that 
causes idleness or carelesness, but that which 
produces diligence in the way of duty, 
though there be but small hopes. 

May 22d: 1 was made to call to mind 
how the Lord had dealt graciously with me, 
and brought me out of soul trouble when lL 
was brought every way low, and that he 
had made good these words tome. Ps. Ixxi. 
20, 21, ** Thou who hast showed me great 
troubles hast quickened me again, and shalt 
bring me again from the depths of the earth.” 
Then I sought of the Lord that he who de- 
livered me out of the greatest trouble, would 
deliver me out of that trouble which often 
lay heavy on me 

May 24th: Being the Lord’s day, I 
cried unto the Lord that if he would 
lengthen my days he would make me more 
for himself, that he would smell a savour 
of rest in my dwelling, and that there 
should be a savour of God where I should 
be. I mourned when I remembered how 
little of this had been. 

Then the Lord gave me ease in making 
me look back on what special care he had of 
me, (although some things had been denied 
me,) in giving food and raiment to me and 
mine ; in helping me to keep the word of 
his patince, and in keeping me in the hour 
of temptation. In the evening I was sharp- 
ly exercised with my former trouble. My 
soul refused to take comfort in this world, 
while | was denied what I had been lon 
seeking. I was earnestly desiring the Lord 
to work submission in me, and to give me 
some pleasant things to help me to swallow 
the bitter pull, as of his free love he was 
wont to do in former times. 1 was made to 
remember the Lord’s great condescension to 
me, in gaining my froward will to submit to 
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nis holy will, as to my greatest troubles, 
iad the sad dispensations with which the 
church of Ged in this land had beea trysted, 
visited,) in my time; in letting me see a 
spiritual good and advantage in them; so 
that L have been ashamed of my own mis- 
carriages. 1 was made to see that there ts 
no Ged like te him, who does all things weil 
and werks out ef contraries, giving meat out 
of the eater and sweet out of the strong. It 
was a refreshful consideration to me, that 
many times the children of God hath been 
sade willing to bear that which hath not 
been laid on, and contented to want that 
which hath been granted them, and that 
such an exercise hath been blessed. Though 
none but those who found tt could know hew 
sore it is to be under a trouble which seems 
to be a contradiction to promises, breach of 
expectations, breeding darkness in the soul. 
May 3ist: Being the Lord's day, I went 
to prayer in the morning; | found a three 
fold burden on my spirit ; one was the case 
of the church of God in this land—the many 
sad and evilent proofs of the Lord’s being 
absent from his house—and that spiritual de- 
liverance was not yet come. Another was 
the case of my soul; that last week I bad 
been greatly straitencd in secret. The third 
thing that burdened me was my former ex- 
ercise which seized on me. I cried unto the 
Lord to enable me to cast my burden eon 
him who could ease aud help me, when man 
could not. I was made te consider what was 
my trouble ; if it was a fit of passion, heat 
of my spirit, or if it was a matter of small 
value | was so much concerned about. 
Then I cried unto the Lord to see to it, how 
1 had been mourning and praying these 
twelve years, concerning that matter, and 
how it was a matter of importance to me. 
Upon this I was put upen considering what 
ground of hope I have. I looked to pro- 
bubility and likelihood, and there I found 
little ground of hope. Then I looked to 
what | met with in prayer, and in that I 
could remember nothing that was ground of 
assurance to me. Upon this I mourned bit- 
terly, and saw myself as if my nearest and 
dearest were dead before my eyes, and cry- 
ing impatiently what shall | do? While thus 
exercised [ found a reasoning in my soul, as 
if it were saying to me, can your weeping 
bring alive ? What should you do but bow 
to the Lord and submit to his will? I found 
a desire to do so, but I had no power to 
take my eye off my trouble. Yet I be- 
leved I could put my matters wholly in his 
hand. ‘There was help and succour for me 
in God—not hke that unbelieving prince 
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who sail, if the Lord should make windows 
in heaven could such a tuing be. Again in 
the alternoen, being in prayer, that word 
made sume impression on me; Gen. 22, 
1, God tempted Abraham. From that pas- 
sage | was made to see that the Lord some 
times calls his ewn to submit to nard things, 
though it be only for trial. {was made to 
see my frowardness by Abraham’s readiness 
to give obedience. ‘Then I cried unto the 
Lord for an act of his pewer and pity to 
make my will to bow to whatever was his 
holy will, As Peter said to Christ, whether 
shall | go? "Tis thou that hast the words of 
eternal life—so my soul was saying whether 
shall 1 go? to which of the saints shall I 
turn? *Tis thou alone that can heal me. 
As it is the power of God only that can 
give saving faith, so [ saw it was his power 
that could make me overcome my trouble by 
submission. That word was refreshful to 
me, Phil, wn, 12, He of his own good plea- 
sure helpeth to will and to do. All that 
week | was in heaviness, and saw much 
matter of humiliation and self loathing, be- 
couse of my unsubmissive spirit, unlike 
Abraham, Aaron and Hezekiah, though 
some times | thought myself like a weaned 
child. Likewise, because I was too forget- 
ful of the church and people of God, and 
minded so much the things of the world, 
Not that the world was giving me pleasure, 
but that my thoughts were carried off with 
devising my own way. Yet it was my re- 
quest unto the Lord, ‘* Bring my soul out 
of trouble and I'll praise thee,”? ‘ make my 
will to bow to thine.” But my burden was 
still increasing. 

June 7th: Being the Lord’s day, in the 
morning | was made to remember an exer- 
cise which | had in my spirit near two years 
before. The matter of my exercise was to 
bring my mind, through grace, to submit to 
the will of Providence, with respect to some 
crosses and difficulties which threatened my 
family at this time. The third day thereaf- 
ter | won to submission to the Lord’s will 
and pleasure in all events. After [ thus 
submitted I had sweet fellowship with God 
in Christ, and a strong faith that whatever 
ditticulties [ should meet with, he would be 
with me, and they would be for the good of 
my svul. After considering these things a 
little, I looked on my present case to be sad, 
having spiritual secret affliction and the com- 
forts of my soul seemed to be far away, and 
I sinning by discontent and unsubmissive- 
ness with respect to my other heavy trou- 
ble, and these having come to such a height 
with me that my spirit and strength failed. 
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Yet I was believing that there was a ful- 
ness in Christ to heal my sore, and thet he 
was ready to communicate of it to me. 
In the afternoon, | lad a sense of my in- 
ward affliction, and cried unto the Lor’, 
how long should [ have a sorrowful heart 
and a sad countenance, and drink of the 
bitter and not of the sweet, who some time 
was fed with the finest of the wheat and ho- 
from the rock, even the manifestation 
of Christ and his love, so that it was the 
language of my soul this can content me, 
without food or raiment; but what is food 
and raiment to me without this? But though 
this was once my case,I am now like to 
famish, getting very little to my soul either 
in public or private. I sung some of the 
92d psalm, it being in my ordinary, and 
there being several verses there whic h had 
been sweet and seasonable to me m: ny 
years ago. = I rememl« red what a pleasant 
time | had once 10 my soul, and what an 
inexpressible gain [ found in godliness, so 
that my burdens of « yutward tro tbles, yea, 
and the burden of my sins a 
would be taken off me when I went to God; 
by finding in Christ that which answered all 
things: so that 1 had not sorrow in my 
hea:t or countenance. ‘Then I vented my 
heart to God in prayer, and it was the lan- 
guage of my soul, ‘Is this I, with whom 
it was thus, who now have sorrow in my 
heart daily ; and my ho} » and expectations 
in this world at giving ost! Then 
I considered what my expectation 
which I found was not honours nor riches 
but spiritual blessings which have been most 
desirable to me ever since I got a sight, by 
faith of the Son of God, as full of grace and 
truth. My uselessness for God ina married 
lot was breaking my heart, and was very 
dark to me in respect that | was culded by 
him in taking me to that state. I was made 
to consider whether or not my tr uble pro- 
ceeded partly from melancholy, or if it was a 
well grounded spiritual exercise ; and I found 
that it was of a spiritual nature, and for spi- 
ritual causes. I was likewise made to re- 
member that though my natural tem| er in- 
clined to melancholy, yet my most cheerful 
and comfortable times were the times of m\ 
greatest outward troubles, and my mo st sore 
rowful times when I had most outward pros- 
perity, my present case being a new porn 
dence of it. My fears and darkness we re 
great as to the matters of the chureh « f G 
this land, and as to my own partic ilar case 
though seemingly a time of prosperity e 
both. Before I went to bed I retire d, and my 
burden was heavy on me, and | looked to 
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as he was held out in the 
suitable to iy necessity, as hie 
ig a God weiting to be gracious, 10 Whom 
ce ny USSIOLS flow, who n aon fies bis Word 
‘ erey above all 
his works 3 who healeth the 
} 
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ove his name, end his 
broken in 
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udeth up ther wounds. — I was 


ie} d to hope in bin » tat he would be 
gracious to me, en oject of his pity, and 
that he would heal me, who was broken in 


my heart, and grieved in my mind, either 
'y removing the cause of my trouble, or 
by manifesting so mi — . limself to my 
cul as would bal r by rem oving 
me out of time, and e oie of these Was de- 
sirable to me, as his wisdem should gee 
good. ‘This step of hoje aud submission, 
«.¢ 





eave ease at that season, and fer some days 


June 12th, being Saturday, I got con- 
fimetion cf what I met with on th 
I nicht before, that God would prove 
true to me, (to w reget —_ reverence of 
hi and wer | is 1 ‘That night 


1c 
my hushond and I wentto ita, in order to 
heat M i preach at Forres 
; y. June Mth 
I sct myself to be comforted in the favora- 
ne and wender!1 ste sof Providence, which 
had eome to pass in this F nd, 1 behalf ol 


the church of ¢ od, within these th ree yeals 


rast; yet could not eet comfort, but was 

ee -_ . ! - of ” } 
in fear of a common calamity in the land, 
and a strait which Zion had to pas through. 


This was an old fear with me, and often 
renewed, that proceeded not from the dic- 
tates of my owd mind, which is but weak, 
1 sinful, but fr. m a ceep impre: - 
ces OF scl ipture made ou 
my spirit, when [ was exereised in prayer, 
frcm abcunding of sin, and the many evi- 
so that TI 
ugh net to ies 
cy. And never mere ground to fear than 
since the yoke cf persecution began to break, 
four years ago, by king Jemes’ hberty of 
which was like an untimely 
I Irth, which tended to ceath rather than to 
life. Zien has been languishing in this 
land, and her King ina 


sent as t 


cences of God’s displeasure, 
} 


—) — t i. ae 
much er und to fear, the 


conscience, 


creat measure ab- 
» his spin — and powerful pre- 
his public ordinances since that 
tme. Put the providence of God has been 
wonderful in these lends since that time, in 
bird from 
the east—such he was to the enemies of his 
church, but a glorious deliverer to her 
frien dss a man to execute his coun sel from a 
foreign country, by breaking the sce ptre ot 
the ruler, and the staff’ of the oppressor. 


sence in 


1 | . a ° 
tiie ord’s bringing @ ravenous 








$ 
¥ 











MEMOIRS OF MRS. CAMPBELL. 316 


we 
300 


5 June 20th. Being Saturday, T was bur- was like to shorten my days. J do not 
. lened in my spirit, my secret trouble in- think it peed r to mention here what those 
a creasing, and the Lord seeming to forget " articulars wer But while I was pouring 
vord me. In the afternoon J contr ected a i! com} laints before the Lord in an 
a : ' heart, as if [T had got a stroke or ag ny of ariel these words were brought 
: in ruise at my left breast. I knew thatit with power to my mind, * Who will con- 
Was Be 5 inward grief that occasioned it. Iwas tend with the Almighty and prosper ?” 

‘e that my body w lecaying, ‘Who art thou that rephest against God ?” 
mpers Init every dav, though This made me become silent and to leave 
nt to mv reasonings, and hi mbly to beg that 


ey God in prayer, crying that he would pity he would make me to lay down my weapons 
'» OF my heartand strength wes failing and submit to his will. and not contend. 


I was made to justify God asto my My contending by an unsubmissive unsa- 


WINS Be troubles, and to acknowledge him righteous  tisfied spirit, was making me to fear and 
de- Mm 3, whatever he would do with me and dread the God of Heaven. From that time 
See mine, and to res Ive that tho’ h hou!) put to the first of July 1 was not much exercised 
10N Some i hell of troubles, I should, in his about that matter, but was desiring of the 
vay BD troy take faith ! love with me: Be- Lord to make me what he would have me to 

a ine re] of this, that my soul had been be, though he should ¢rind me to powder in 
con- ! in the blood of Christ that Thal making m 


th ™ found virtue in him, and from him, takine July 3d: Wh ‘n I rose in the morning I 
ouilt : ilt sit t ) great weakness in my whole body 
eC ol 4 Ju 21st, | the Lord's day m the so that it was a trouble to me to walk a 


ight B mor _ Tw ; 'y troubled. h 4 r un- knew that it was the effect of orief, When 
r to the Lord’s withdrawing his 1 went to prayer ] lad a sore challenge that 


», and denying me light [was like to have a hand in my death by 
inion with him, and leaving me excess of crief, and that | was almost laying 
y bear my own burdens; so that my body aside mv duty to my husband and my chil- 


were oiving it over, an: my seul di id if T continued this vay I should 





I ol B was s +,my Godand my Lord hath for- be shortiy incapable of doing any duty to 
eats BRE cotten me: where are the sound f his them or myself. Several things were 
2 


Wis ie nd his mereies towar’s m:? are brought to my remembrance, which I had 
MC, trained ? I told my husha that I for ly been trvsted (visited) with in 

lure, ss bs prayer; tl submission would be a cure 
ften ; sc om init, but I did not use roms erief, and that by taking thought ] 


alc- more fi 1 with him at that t . He could not ad! one cubit to my _ stature. 

pak, it was the trouble of mind ‘Then I condemned myself and acknowledg- 

res- ; { [ | ny body,  ¢ ! tl Lord st and righteous, though he 

e Oli Id ; to be more 1 prayer for should now laugh at my calamity because | re- 
’ , ’ : , . 1? a") 

yer, rthe Lord. not [. that eould ro- cted his counsel, v hile I was thus exer- 


eVi- So { e. That | remember several cised these word's were broucht to my mind, 
had & rinture that forbade e: sof *7 hast destroyed thyself. but in me is 
; crie! t still n | wassorrowful. The thy help” Then l acknowledeed the truth 
tha Me next day. beine 1 24 of June, I at first of the first part, that I had destroyed my- 
eak, iim t what weuld my spirit, by self, and believed his power and fled for his 

s + on the following places of seripture making out to me the second part. These 
re before he'd out tome, © Be not words put me in some waiting and hoping 


nt J s over much, for why wilt thou de- frame. In the afternoon a frend came to 
th { if:?? «Jt js in vain for you to see me who told me that Mr. Thomas Hog 
ab- it un late and to eat the was come to Murray, and was at present at 


} 


f sorrow: “ Canst thou by taking Muirtown. This v was esi able news to me 
tald one cubit to thy stature: “if which I had longed an 1 prayed for, he be- 





een 1 will be my disciple let him deny ine one in whom tl ere was much of the 
. i . 

y! f and take up his cross and follow Lord to be seen, and who of all others had 

rom 7 .’ Vet these vi rds had not any im- done most good, (by the  Metsing of God ) 


t susband’s soul and to mine, and was, 
; ] may say, an interpreter one of a thousand. 
4 Say steer aad dark providences, and When I got an opportunity to re tire I look- 
Pp Ol ® thie effect mv troubles were like to have, did e| up e the Lor : to bless this man’s com- 
4 worse than all, as the sorrow of my heart ing, and intreated of the Lord to put a song 


> 
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ef praise in my mouth. These wor!s were 
brought to me, “Ile strengthens the spoiled 
against the strong, He turneth the shadow 
of death into the merning.”’ Then | saw 
the first part of this seripture largely mate 
out in him, so that it might afford matter of 
great praise and thankfuluess, that the God of 
power had strengthed him even when spon- 
ed of his lovely flock, aad had now given him 
victory over the strong, even king and eoun- 
cil who imprisoned him thriee and then banish- 
ed him from bis native kingdom for the gos- 
pels sake—and that now be was returned 
with honor, (having kept the faith and a good 
conscience,) to exercise his ministry i that 
parish where the Lord at first placed his, 
and where he blessed his labors. “Fhe dan- 
gers and troubles under whieh the Lord sup- 
ported and relieved Lim, enlarged my heart 
wn love and praise to Ged, who exercises 
wonderful infinite wisdom, love aad power, 
towards his servants and peo;le. Then | 
was made to think on that word, ‘He 
turneth the shadow of ceath into the morn- 
ing.” 1 did not find much enlargement in 
it at that time, but an ardent desire that the 
God who does wonders would make out 
this word to me, my case being distressing 
and awful like the shadow of death. | be- 
Hieved his power but was weak in faith. | 
looked to the Lord, that if he infeaded ‘Y 

to me by this man, he in his providence 
would find out means for my sceing him. 
Now there was no man to whom I had a 
desire to vent my burdens but Mr. Hoe. 
My reasons were heeause he understood 
soul exercises, am! was strong in the 
man of wisdom, who would not he stumbled 
at what | would Say, and be eause his love 
to me and mine would move him to sy iM} a- 
thy, he being the most constant man in his 
friendship that I knew. 

July ith: My husband and I went to 
Muirtown to see Mr. Thomas Hog. 1 was 
refresbed to see several there that feared the 
Lord and were my dear intimates. | fouod 
a savour of God in thet family. The next 
day ] got ax opportunity of speaking with 
Mr. Hog, whom | had not spoke to for 
eight years before. |} had much to say to 
him, though I knew [ would have but a 
short time with him, as be was broken in 
his body, and as there were several others 
waiting to speak with him. ‘There were 
only two things about which T was desirous 
to speak to bim at that time, One was to 
know what bis thoughts were eoneernine 
my state, and my reason for this was a mes- 
sage he sent me by a friend when he was 
abroad, upon which | was exercised about 












3t2 


my state for fourteen days. And this ex. 
ercise had a blessed eflvet, my soul bein 

confirmed and strengthened more than be. 
fore; and J} likewise got a satisfactory 
pvinifestation of Christ’s being the Lord my 
righteousness. ‘The wise godly man seen~ 
ed to be displeased with me for inquiring of 
him what his thoughts were of my state. 
He answered me roughly and refused to let 
me know what his thoughts were. This 
troulied me so much that L knew not 
whether I should speak to him any more op 
be silent. But 1 looking on my present 
case as desperate, and he being the only 
person to whom | melmed to vent my heart 
troubles, and desiring me to show him how 
it was with me and my husband who was 
dear to him; I tok! him some of my secret 
spiritual troulles—that I] eould not attain to 
ubmssion, and that my trouble eame to 
uch a hetebt that neither my body nor my 


nn 


spirit eould hold cut, unless the Lord would 
sead relief some way orother. This is the 
other thing | wanted to speak to him of } 
spoke to him several things to this purpose 
he said little to me jn answer at that time: 
aim! what he said was in the way of reproof, 
but with weighty instruction. He told me 
it was not high passionate trouble, bat that 
Which had heart calaaness and huasiliation in 
it, which prevailed with God 5 and that the 
want of sul mission proceeded from the pride 
and stubborness of my spirit. After we had 
spoke together I retired to a secret place in 


order to think on what was spoken to me, 


and to pray that the Lord would bless it to 
me. But } found disorderand confusion in my 
mind, and my weed ve rv great thet the Lor 
would come and make me what he would 
have me to be. } saw mvse!f vile because 
L was not content with kis whole will. f 
sew all the world empty to me, and even 
that servant of God whom FT had so much 
desire to speak with 5 yet believing tat the 
Lord wok] make it to be for cood to me, 
that he did wot give me that. satisfiction 
Which I expected, | looked to the Lord to 
give me an obedient ear to bim who had 
been a fai hful reprover to me, and to give 
me confirmation as to my state, and reliet 
as to my other troubles “After my husband 
had spoken with Mr Hog, we intended to 
go home ia the afternoon; but the Eads 
Muirtown perce-ving that I vas grieved in 
spirit, would net kt me go. My husband 
eondescended to leave mew | was well 
pleased to stay, my weed of such company 
being great at that time. J had the fillow- 
ship of several others, who were dear to 
God and dear to me. Mr. Hog’s aud Mz 
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Iepburn’s exercise in the family, and their 
converse also savoured much of God in 
Christ. But all this had no effect with me. 

The next morning, being the 9th of July, 
| set myself to seek the Lord in secret for 
some hours. My need was more than ordi- 
nary, not only in respect of what was my 
trouble before 1 came from home, but more 
in respect of something that passed betwixt 
Mr. Hog and me, which bred discourage- 
ment in my spirit respecting my state. This 
was heavy to me, since the great cordial, 
which strengthened and comforted my heart 
in all my tribulations, was, that I had laid hold 
on the hope set before me and that my an- 
chor was cast within the veil and that my 
standing was in the second Adam. What 
the worthy man spoke to me did not put me 
on razing the foundations, but it put me to 
trial and in need of confirmation. That 
morning, after I had laid my complaints be- 
fore the Lord, being a poor, needy and 
burdened creature, | got a manifestation of 
the blessed Son of Righteousness, rising 
with healing under his wings; His spirit 
with whom there is liberty, holding him 
forth to me as the Bread of Life, and prov- 
ing to me that I had eaten of this bread and 
drunk of this water, by the fruits and effects 
of my believing, in that, since the day I was 
made to apprehend the Lord Jesus Christ by 
faith, and give him entrance into the throne 
of my heart, I had spiritual life ia motion, 
some times less and some times more 3 and 
my thirst after sin was taken away, so 
that it was my grief and not my delight ; 
its being in me, my burden; its dominion 
being taken away, my comfort. I was like- 
wise made to see in myself the new nature, 
the nature of the adopted children of the 
Heavenly Father. As water is the element 
in which fish have their life, strength and 
nourishment, so I found walking with God 






in Christ my element, my delight, my hap- 
piness in time and eternity. | got confirma- 
not retain, farless my pen express. When 
my soul was filled with the manifestation of 
Christ, and of my interest in him, I was 
made with sacred confidence to say to God, 
“doubtless thou art my Fatber, though Israel 
acknowledge me not, and Abraham be iguo- 
rant of me.”? | wished for my dissolution 


that I might be swallowed up in the ecean of 


the love of Christ, and capable to continue 
in fellowship with him. What I met with 
that morning made my discouragements to 
vanish and satisfied my soul as to my state. 
As to my secret affliction and my uusubmis- 
sive spirit, which had brought me low, I 
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was not exercised with these at that time, 
only I looked to the Lord to display his 
power and pity to mein that matter. That 
day I had ease in my spirit by believing 
that I was in Christ and Christ im me. And 
I had fellowship that was edifying. The 
next morning being the 10th of July, when 
I awaked out of sleep, I was burdened with 
the thoughts of my discontented, unsubmis- 
sive spirit and was loathing myself therefor. 
When I rose I went to prayer, and after I 
had breathed out my case before the Lord 
as a poor sinful needy creature, an object of 
great pity in his sight, I found the Lord 
of Hosts who is strong in battle, coming 
with an irrisistible power and impressing my 
spirit with a deep sense of his greatness and 
justice, his wisdom, and goodness, so that I 
was made to lay down the weapons, where- 
by I resisted his will and humbly to resign, 
as to what he had and would do with me 
and mine. My soul was overpowered with 
the thought of his infinite justice and good- 
ness. As the sight which Job had of God 
made him cease justifying himself and repent 
in dust and ashes, so the discovery I got of 
God humbled me in his sight and made me 
repent that I was so discontented and un- 
submissive, and determined my will to bow 
to whatever sovereignty would do with me 
and mine, and to say, though he should cast 
me, my husband, and my children into hell, 
he was holy, just and good. 1] was made 
to offer up myself and mine to be a sacrifice 
to him in any way he pleased —to submit to 
be trysted (visited) with sharp dispensations 
and to hold my peace Ike Aaron, and to 
say as Eli, “ it is the Lord let him do what 
seemeth him good,’? and as Hezekiah, 
‘* oo od ts the word of the Lord.” — 

When my good and gracious God, who 


worketh all my works in me and for me, 
made me thus to submit to whatever he 
pleased to do with me and mme, I found 


three considerations settling my mind in 


submitting to whatever | might be trysted 


‘ (visited) with ; firsé; that God was infinite- 


ly just and righteous in all that he bad done 
and would do; next, that whatever I or 
mine should meet with was less than our 
iniquities deserved ; the third was, (that 
which most affected and melted my heart) 
that my soul was delivered from the lowest 
hell, by what the Lord Jesus Christ had done 
for me. And therefore all his will was wel- 
come tome. My judgment, will and af. 
fections ran in one channel, saying he hath 
done and will do all things well. Whatever 
were the doings of his hand could not but be 
pleasint tome. Thus I found myself de~ 
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livered by the power and love of God in creatures, resiened to his will and devoted 

Christ and of my long sharp and secret to his pleasure. I was made to sing “ he 

trouble, I saw my self like one that had cool- pardoneth all my iniquities, he healeth all my 

ed out of a raging fever. Tl ci 3, he c1 th me with loving kind- 

I met with, before | came from | t nd tender mercies.”” ‘That morning ] 

he turneth the shadoy the space of three hours sweet com- 

morning,’ was | t tom with God, which I cannot express, 

and I knew that it was the 1 thin! duty todo it. As I 

to me, as it was pe { i vent but a part of my trouble and of 

that my burdens whi the « of j » J can vent but a small 

incurable, were taken oii, and It of the goodness of God to my soul. 

and life and ease in my \\ ! t be said as to the soul exercises 

and cood thi { ohts ol rf | al | is V j ( tue @a Milas ‘I ne h cart knoweth its own 

was made to wonder that the Ler h bitter "ond, * A stranger intermeddleth 

me, because of my discontent, wi 1 their joys.” How unworthy am I,a 

ashamed, in his sight, that I s! have \ worm, that I should presume to rank 
pretended to have an interest in J. i<9 ne them! O that glory, thanks ¢ 
and yet not be content with him alon » may be given to the Father for ry 
vith his will. IJ wast onmy- ft he | I | by the wise and 5 
self as a none-such debtor to God, not | revealed himself to a babe, and ‘ 
for free grace at first, but also ~ 4 », but has changed an asp, a ‘ 
ing with me, though I had so 1 \ t, in 1 h was the nature of 
weakness, and still ¢ {] » as to become one of his 

good, thor ch | was fruit nd unpl 1 takes into- his bosom, on 

His goodness was so n t ' lLisimage, whom he will 

as to make me to sav t ind make to inherit 

after the manner of men, | ry, where there is no 

that thou shouldest bi I 7 At. " I n, where the Lord is 

ter I found myself deliver - | the days of mourn- 

sion to the will of God 1 La 

my s ul, I began to fi re | i :% July, 16914, became the x 
prayer, that temptation and c of soul deliverance to 4 
cast me again jnto 1 { ble have been my de- 

praises to him who is 1 \ respect to soul and body, 
not continue, but was |} ~ lot and dark afflicting dis- : 
ing that word to me, ‘ ( the church of God as 

are without re pente a. \ | tryste 1, so that my 

proofs that this was his gift a to sing, * oreat delive- 

his power, ] was m: to beheve _ work for his anointed and for 

would be abiding, not | his { r.”” Fle compasseth them about 

strength in me, but beea ( Vv f deliverat ce © Tis merey 

who would still be fai { | ( ver, | his truth never faileth.?? 

was made to pray lor | ; A { is tl createst (Seo 

to bless the Lord who ha ‘ ( bear, ) spiritual 

spirit of wisdom and f | 1 ‘ st, thoueh they 


helped me to concea! what t! ! So e to the \y 

] met with that man who « not j yet impression made by 

me in my d stemper, but was a these bi The first of these ; 
putting me to the exercise of 1 lhu- days was t 1 which the power of God ie 
miliation an stifvine God. My lw Vv in my soul, so that I was Fe: 
much endeared to nh, as < ol m { 7 Ip of the Lord Jesus - 
righteous ones, wl reproofs and smit Christ by faith as he is offered in the gos- 

had been a kindness to me and an e3 t |} Then he enabled me so to lay hold on 

oil that did not break my he: But lim- him that (I trust in his strength) neither 

puted my deliverance 1 ly to ; men nor devi] ill be able to loose my é 
makes the raging sea a ¢ hold ) that my I ind my God may " 
the shadow of death int - deliver me from self-confidence or trusting . 
ter prayer, I found in medit .and read- toat 1 me re and enable me to fix é 
ing the joy of the Lord strength to | all my hopes and confidence on the Rock on 1 
felt my heart loose from and raised above all which 1 am built, who will lose none of 
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those whom the Father hath given him. 
None can p luck them out of his hands, be- 
cause he is able to save to the uttermost. 

And whom he once loves he will love to 
the end. This is my confidence that seeing 
the Father hath drawn me to the Son, 
therefore the Son will hold his erip of 
me in time and eternity, and that when 
my heart and strengt th faileth, he will 
not fail me, but be the strength of my 
heart and my portion forever. He will 
be faithful to his promise and to the trust 
reposed in him. ‘He is not a man that 
he should lie, or the son of man that he 
should repent.” 

The second remareable day of soul de- 
liverance happened se ver years after the 
first, when for two weeks 1 was mucli cast 
down ia spirit with fear of being deceived as 
to my right closing with Jesus Christ, after 
which, | was graciously delivered fiom this 
soul trouble, by the spirit’s bringing to my re- 
membrance his work in my scul and the 
effects of my closing with Jesus Christ. I 
was confirmed of my being in an insepara- 
ble union and communion with him I 
found the evidences of this in my comfort- 
able eX} eriel nce, namely, that he is my 
foundation and my head, my light and my 


life, my streneth and comfort and the Lord 
my righteouness, so that there was no room 
left for doubting ; nor have I had doubts 
concerning this matter since that day th rh 


still sensible of my great need in several re- 
spect s of more manifestations and confirma. 
ions of this non-such cordia » * 


Chnat’s and that he is mine. As for the 
ld ic] 


third day of spiritual deliverance whi was 
seven years alter the secon I, th h it did 
not concern my state, yet it was what | had 
creat need of, and recovered me out of 

soul-afilictions and distempers, ollensive to 
God and rejudicial to myself; and put me 

| | 
in a way not only to receive good out of 
that which is in itself good, but even to take 
b ] 
sweet out of the bitter. As my soul dis- 
tempers imbitter ned my comforts and enjoy- 
7 3°) 

ments, so [ found my deliverances 1 Ing 
that which was in itself a bitter, to be physic 


for my health. ‘That day [ got not an op- 
portunity to 5 Cy privately with Mr. ‘T. 
Hl. but heard him lecture seasonably to me 
and others on these words in Jude. Put 
ye beloved, building ga ates up in ron ur 
most holy faith, praying in th Holy Gh 

keep yourselves in the love of God, looking 
for the mercy of our eee Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life.” My sad and sorrowful 
countenalice was changed so that it was 


discernible to others. IL told some of my 
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ir friends that I had got a great gift that 
dng Soe submission to the whole will of 


—@— 
To tne rearrur.—When the Plague 
in 1538 had appeared in two houses in Wir- 


temberg, there were some who asked Lu- 
ther, whether there ought not to be some 
regulation to prevent master Peter the dea- 
c ‘h in visiting and com- 
forting the sick, from going in and out 
among the ag Our dear father an- 
swered and said, ‘*Ah would God, this were 
my chief peta then should [ have less 
trouble. Master Petershall net be forbid- 





“on, Who Was muc 


den. Live long such will be the panic, 
j . } , . 

that every man who fe els the commonest 
ailinent, will think he has the plague. 


Gol is wont to cuard the ministers of his 


word, when they are carrying the word of 
” And then he marvelled that people 

i t of the gospel should be 
»much afraid when formerly in Popery 
they had not feared so much. But then 
h iid that this was not the cause of 
it. While we were Papists we committed 
( lves to t . merits of monks and others, 
but now-a-d iyS every man must look to 
f, as to how his faith is, and herein go 
for |. Another time he said to one who 


wave himself creat anxiety : lear God’s 
ceasing, have faith, la- 
be not too much alone, 
and God will help and uphold thee. 

In the year 1538, on the 21st day of Qc- 


tober, he wave a public discourse in the 


church, and hotly iuveighed against those 
who Ww too sorely afiviabbad whenever 


they heard a ery or rumour of the pesti- 
nee. People, said he, ought to be of 
wood cheer in the Lord, and trust in Him 

{ abide in his vocation, 





baadon a neig hb or w hen he 
ne 3 help Ol cood othces ought 
not to be so rful of death, ine acd as 
wi ve the word of life, who has over- 
come death for our sakes. For we know, 
5 »at another time, that we must die, 
and that Christ is our Lord, and we are 
baptized in his name,—Wherefore then 
fear we death! We must die and endure 
leath ; but the word is this—-he who holds 
fa t to God's word shall never taste death, 
but shall, as it were, pass into a slumber, 


and all no 
I must ie tae 


self wl hout Go 


nore say, { am dying, but 

But he who leaves him- 
5 word, must die in an- 
is best not to be debated, but 
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said with all the heart: I believe in Jesus 
Christ God’s Son; more than this, [ know 
not; more than this, [ wish not to know. 

Wherefore, beloved, cease to fear and 
tremble, for thou hast no cause in truth so 
to do. 

—>—- 
A WILD BEAST TAMED. 


Mr. Newton was in the habit of receiv- 
ing his religious friends at an early break- 
fast; when many used to be gratified by his 
pious and instructive conversation, and es- 
teemed it a privilege to unite with him in fam- 
ily devotions. On one of those happy occa- 
sions, a friend introduced to him a young 
minister from the country, who had express- 
ed a desire to see him. ‘*Ah!” said Mr, 
Newton, “I was a wild beast once, on the 
coast of Africa, and the Lord tamed me; 
and there are many people now who have 
a curiousity to see me!” 

—- <e--— 
GOD's HUSBANDRY. 

John xv. 2.—Every branch in me that beareth 
not fruit, he taketh away; aud every branch that 
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth 
more fruit. 

“T have heard Mr. Cecil mention, with 
much feeling,” says his biographer, ‘* many 
deep and secret conflicts of mind, with which 
he was exercised, while at college ; added to 
which, he had to meet many insults, which 
profligate men offer to piety. —Under these 
impressions, he was one day walking in the 
physic gardens, where he observed a very 
fine pomegranate tree, cut almost through the 
stems near the root. On asking the garden- 
er the reason of this, ‘‘Sir,”’ said he, ** this 
tree used to shoot so strong, that it bore 
nothing but leaves, I was therefore obliged 
to cut it in this manner; and when it was 
almost cut through, then it began to bear 
plenty of fruit.” The gardener’s expla- 
nation of this act conveyeda striking illustra- 
tions to Mr. Cecil’s mind, and he went back 
to his rooms comforted and instructed by 
this image. 

— ee 

Time.—Time is the only gift or com- 
modity of which every man who lives has 
just the same share. The passing day is 


exactly of the same dimensions to each of 


us, and by no contrivance can any of us ex- 
tend its duration by so much as a minute or 
a second. It is not like a sum of money 
which we can employ in trade or put out to 
interest, and thereby add to or multiply its 
amount. The amount is unalterable. We 
cannot ‘* make it breed ;’? we cannot even 
keep it by us. Whether we will or not, 
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we must spend it ; and all our power. over 
it, therefore, consists in the manner in which 
it is spent. Part with it we must ; but we 
may give it either for something or for no- 
thing. Its mode of escaping from us, how- 
ever, being very subtle and silent, we are 
exceedingly apt, because we do not feel it 
passing out of our hands like so much told 
coin, to forget that we are parting with it 
at all; and thus from mere heedlessness, 
the precious possession is allowed to flow 
away as if it were athing of no value. The 
first and principal rule, therefore, in regard 
to the economizing and right employment of 
time, is to habituate ourselves to watch it. 
—lLib. Ent. Knowledge. 


—~>— 


The Spanish Church has 58 archbishops, 
584 bishops, 11,400 abbots, 936 chapters, 
127,000 parishes, 7000 hospitals, 23,000 
fraternities, 46,000 monasteries, 135,000 
convents, 312,000 secular priests, 200,000 
inferior clergy, 400,000 monks and nuns. 
--Edinburgh Review. 

ae 

Whatever you may suffer in this worl’, 
think what your state would be, if an holy 
God should enter into judgment with you, 
according to your sins, and it will cause you 
to rejoice at the present. 


—~—-. 


IMMANUEL. 

The article, in the preceding pages, headed *Im- 
manuel,” &c. forms one of the Tracts published by 
the “ Rel.gious Tract Society of London.” iw 
readers of the Monitor, we trust, will be pleased 
with it. The arguments in proof of our Lord’s Su- 
preme Divinity are well arranged and expressed 
with such plainness, simplicity and brevity as to be 
easily understood and remembered. We have se!- 
dom read any thing on the subject, with which we 
have been more delighted. No unprejudiced pei- 
son can arise from the reading of this little Tract, 
without being overwhelmingly convinced that, Jr- 
sus is Jrnovan, Gop OVER ALL BLESSED FORK 
Even. We hope that none of our readers wil] be 
displeased at seeing so many pages of the present 
No. occupied with it. We theught it would in- 
jure the article to divide it. By having it all to- 
gether the reader can more easily refer to it afiei- 
wards, if necessaiy, for the confirmation of his 
faith in this great article of revealed tiuth, when 
pled with the temptations of Satan or the perverse 
the Lord 
Ifthe American Tract Society were 
to publish such Tracts as this, instead of their rell- 
gious fictions, they would surely be more likely (© 
benefit the cause of truth and holiness. 


reasonings of seducers, to that 
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0<7- It is proper for us to-acknowledge the roinptness of a great proportion a] 

of the aduciaen to the Monitor se reuiaag pereent for their subscriptions. . 

From the experience we have had in connection with the periodical press, we he- Z 

sitate not to affirm a full pv fines there is neither a newspaper, nor a periodical, 

in the United States,the great whose subscribers pay more promptly than 

those of the Monitor ; but Sercrthdnen' its circulation is limited, and owing to a 

variety of causes, much remains unpaid, and we have been under the necessity 
of striking a number of names, from whom we have received nothing in a series : 
of years, from our subscription list. This will explain to some the reason why 
the Monitor no longer comes to them. It is with reluctance we adupt this 
measure ; but no other means seems to present itself, without serious objections. 

It will be seen, by a reference to the minutes-of Synod, that its next annual 
meeting will not take place till October, 1833 ; it is, therefore, hoped that those 
who owe for the 8th,or any previous volume of the Monitor, will remit the 
amount of their dues by mail. 

Every succeeding eid demonstrates the utility, and we may add necessity, of 
such a work as the Monitor, in the Associate hureh ; and thiy is so generally 
believed and acknowledged by our people, as to supersede the necessity of dwel- 
ling upon it. We therefore submit to each subscriber, whether he can better 
serve the cause of truth, than by procuring one additional subscriber: surely each 
one has some friend with whom he +has sufficient ieee to induce him to take: 
the work. 

Of the character and design of this work, it is unneteneaty tospeak. It has 
been eight years before the Christian public ; with them we leave it, with earnest 
solicitations to the Great Head of the church, that he may be pleased to preserve it 
trom becoming a vehicle of error, and bless it as an instrument of good to his 
cause and peo 

ALBANY, June, 1832. 
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§& All ministers and preachers of the Associate Church. 
In addition to the mynisters and itinerating preachers of the Associate church, who are authorize! 
to —s subscriptions and money, and give receipts, the ne persons are authorized to act as 
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“= paar Jun., Cambridge, Washington Wm. M. Goodwillie, Barnet, Vt. 


Co N. Rev. A. Whyte, Jr., Baltiniore, Md. 

Joseph mint tee oy City. sway Cery” Cc » Pa. 

reg *Queen, * York, Livi Co. N.- ¥. 
 Fescbungs aahingtoa Co. N, Y. Philip Watts, Shelbyville, 

Wan. Dickey Sas Galloway, Jr.,; Xenia, Ohio. 

John Gna. Hentingtta! Pe . James Willson, Esq. Oxford, Pa. 

Subscribers in Indiana, Illinois, afd Missouri, are to make payment to the Synod’s Mi 
sionaries, who will also receive and forward the names of new subscribers. 4 ie 
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